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Gateau in the Chateau  
See Page 18  

Heavenly Crevettes a lôail  
See Page 17  

ñNoò to Norgren Food Store 

     It has been a while since an issue has generated such a wide 
condemnation from all sections of the community.  
     Responses have been submitted to the District Council from 
SITA on behalf of the town retailers, from Transition Shipston, from 

the Oldbutt Road Residents Association and individual  

residents, who attended the SUB Business Fair to front District 
Council officials, plus a broader response on the Strategy by the 
Town Council (See Page 4).  
     The consensus of the majority of responses is that the proposed 
store should not be allowed to go ahead, albeit, for the sake of  
balance, there is a page on Face book where 200 people have  

declared their support for the facility and in an other survey, some 
25% have voted in favour.  
     The Core Strategy Document proposals do not only cover the 
food store, but also include the building of 250 homes on the site, 
plus a new medical centre and accommodation for the elderly, as 
well as broader issues including industry and tourism development.  

     The responses to the District Council will be evaluated by them 
prior to a final consultation document being published for further 
later in the year.      

Orbit Unveils Affordable Housing Development in Tilemans Lane.  

     A t  a  p r e - p l a n n i n g  
consultation event, held at 
Shipston Primary School on 
Saturday 10 th  April, Orbit  

Housing and their planning  
consultants, Cerda, displayed 
preliminary ideas for the  

development of 41 mainly 
ñAffordable Homesò to be built 
on the site of Shipston House, 
currently occupied by Class  

Agricultural Machinery.  
     The proposed development 
comprises a development of 
two - storey houses in the 
grounds of Shipston House and 
the conversion of the House 

itself into seven one and two 
bedroom apartments. The final 
details of the properties will be 

known once the planning  
application is submitted.      

     As reported in Council News 
in Brief, Cllr Ian Cooper, who 
visited the presentation,  
questioned the need for this 

accommodation which appears 
to fall outside the findings of 
the Housing Needs Survey for 
Shipston.  

     Whilst details of the  
p resenta t ion were  on ly  

publicised on the Thursday 
prior to the event, Shipston 
Town Management Partnership 
had already submitted a  

concept that Shipston House 
might be excluded from the 
housing development and made 

available to the residents of 
Shipston, for community use.  
     I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
Partnership, the majority of 

political candidates standing at 
the General and District Council 
elections took time out from 
their other activities to attend 
the event. Many of the  
candidates, together with  

councillors not seeking election 
this year, were generally  
supportive of the concept of 

developing the historic building 
for community use.  

The issue of the building of a 
2500 square metre food store 

on part of the Norgren site in 
Campden Road has overtaken 

many of the other issues  
contained in the District Council 
Core Strategy Document, which 
was open for consultation in 
April.  



From the Editor  
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Council News in Brief  
 

The Open Forum for Councillors 
at the April meeting of the 
Town Council raised a number 
of interesting topics.  

     Cllr Mrs Dot Courtney was 
the first to speak and began by 
congratulating those concerned 
for the French Market, which 
she described as being very 
enjoyable. As other Councillors 
spoke, each of them echoed 

the sentiments expressed by 
Mrs Courtney and Cllr Ian 
Cooper , who had been the  
primary organiser of the event, 
said that the company who 
staged it had been very pleased 

with the outcome and had 
asked whether they might  
return later in the year. This 
matter is to be reviewed by the 
Council.  
     C l l r  M r s  A l i s o n  
Henderson expressed the view 

that Shipston could become a 
centre for events, with the  
c o n t i n e n t a l  m a r k e t s  
complementing the large  
activities such as the Wool Fair.  
     Remaining on the subject of 
events, Cllr Philip Vial   

expressed his views that the 
SUB Business Fair was yet  
another success and later in 
the Forum, Cllr Cooper added 
that some 250 visitors  

registered their attendance on 

arrival.  
     With regard to the Orbit 
H o u s i n g  p r e - p l a n n i n g  
consultation event, staged on 
Saturday 10 th  April, Cllr Vial 
expressed concerns as to the 
lack of community facilities 

within the plans displayed. He 
noted that the District Council 
have indicated that there will 
be a meeting with Orbit on 20 th  
or 21 st  April and he felt that the 

Town Council should be  
represented at this meeting.  

     Cllr Mrs Jane Pearce  said 
that she was also impressed 
with the plans shown at the 
consultation event.  
    She then went on to report 
on the ñVision for the Stourò, 

stating that funds are to be 
allocated for the preservation 
of the ñwet landsò environment 
and that whilst money is to be 
made available to Stour United 

Businesses for the promotion of 
business in the Stour area, she  

was unhappy that public funds 
should be used to subsidise 
businesses, in this way.  
    Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner 

advised the Council that two 
bollards had been removed 
from the access between  
Shipston House and the Roman 
Catholic Church, meaning that 
motorists are now using this as 
a cut through from Tilemanôs 

Lane to Darlingscote Road. (It 

has now been established that 
the bollards were temporarily 
removed to allow access by 
Severn Trent Water to  
undertake work on the storm 

drainage system, but that they 
have now been replaced). Mrs 
Warner also spoke of the  
recurring difficulties caused by 
damage to Campden Road and 
Cllr Chris Saint agreed to report 
this.  

     Cllr Ian Cooper spoke  

further on the matter of the 
proposed Orbi t  Housing  
development in Tilemanôs Lane, 
pointing out that 85% of the 
properties would be classified 
for ñAffordable Housingò. He 

pointed out that the previously 
prepared Local Housing Needs 
Survey had not indicated a 
need for such a large  
proport ion of affordable  
housing. Cllr Cooper echoed 

C l lr Vialôs remarks  
regarding the provision of  
community facilities and spoke 
further about the capability of 
t h e  b r o a d e r  u r b a n  
infrastructure to support the 
increased number of residents 

that the development would 
bring. He noted that it is  
possible that funds for  
infrastructure development 
would come from a Section 106 
Agreement and expressed the 

hope that the Town Council 

w o u l d  b e  i n v o l ve d  i n  
discussions pertaining to this 
agreement.  
     Cllr Mrs Fay Ivens  
reported on the vandalism in 
the Hawthorn Road play area 

and the fact that further flower 
tubs had been over turned.  
     Mrs Ivens said that the 
Town Council stand at the SUB 
Business Fair had been very 
busy, with many enquiries  

about the Core Strategy which 

were referred to District stand.  

NEWS FLASH  
The following has been received 
by the Forum.  
     ñHenley NEWS Online can 

reveal that 46 residents wrote 
to the Chief Executive of  
Stratford District Council in 
early March 2010 saying, "I 
have lost confidence in the 
Chairman, Parish Clerk and  
certain parish Councillors of the 

Beaudesert & Henley in Arden 
Joint Parish Council to conduct 
the affairs of the council  
properly."  
     These letters asked the 
Chief Executive to confirm the 

procedure for holding a Town 
Poll.ò 
     It is widely known that ñAll 
has not been well in Henley for 
some timeò, but for residents to 
act so demonstrably is not an 
every day occurrence.  

     Thankfully, the incidence of 
such action in Shipston has 
never been reported but it does 
come as a timely reminder to 
all elected bodies, from national 
government down, that those 
given the responsibility to run 

community affairs are indeed 
responsible for the their  
actions. It is not that many 
years ago that a number of 
councillors in Liverpool were 
actually jailed for misconduct, 

whilst three current members 
of parliament are being  
prosecuted for their fraudulent 
actions in relation to the  
recently exposed expenses 
scandal.  
     With the general election 

now just around the corner, 
many of the candidates for 
Westminster will hopefully be 
adopting a somewhat more 
open approach to the way that 

they represent those who elect 
them.  

     As to our local councillors, 
whilst those on the County and 
District Councils may claim  
attendance allowances and  
expenses for the work that they 
undertake ðmany actually lose 

earnings whilst undertaking 
their council duties ðtown and 
parish councillors are unpaid 
and carry out their duties for 
the betterment of their  

communities. In this regard 
they need the support of us all.    



From the Mayor  
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     As far as the Council is concerned, I think that the greatest 
achievement was to steer through the concept of Working Groups 
and I would like to pay a particular tribute to the Group Leaders for 
the way that they have taken on their responsibilities and, indeed, 

to all the Councillors for the contributions that they make to  

improving the efficiency of the Council.  
     I would also like to thank Bill, Georgina and now, Liz for their 
contributions in running the Council so well. It was a difficult time 
when we lost David Addley and meant that Angela and myself had 
to take on more work than would normally be expected by elected 
members of the Council, but we faced the challenges and I am sure 

that the result has been worthwhile.  
     Staying on the subject of support, I would also like to pay a  
special mention of ñRonò Murphy who has supported me as  
Mayoress during 2009 and 2010. Ronôs support has helped me to 
undertake many of the mayoral duties and she has represented the 
town steadfastly.  

     I am particularly happy that the Better Welcome project, which 

has taken three years, was finished ï well almost ï in my terms of 
office and I have been pleased to be able to support the setting up 
of Shipston Town Management Partnership and their proposals to  
re -open the One Stop Shop in Telegraph Street.  
     As to the future, I do hope that the one -way traffic system in 
the town centre will become a reality ï I will make no comment on 

the thorny subject of pedestrianisation. I look forward to the  
re -opening of the Telegraph Street office and, perhaps, the  
reclamation of Shipston House which would make a superb  
community facility. I have made no secret of the fact that I would 
like to see a new and enlarged set of allotments, maybe as many as 
150, so that we can cater for all residents who want a plot, but  
possibly the biggest wish of all would be to find a way of providing a 

large, modern community centre to be used for all sports,  
recreational and social activities in the town.  
     Finally, I must comment on my loss of Angela, almost a year 
ago. In our mutual support of one another as deputy mayor and 
mayor, we set out to put Shipston ñon the mapò as far as our fellow 
parishes and the District and County Councils are concerned and 

without wishing to sound conceited, I believe that we were success-
ful.  
     Someone once said to me that if Angela had been a stick of  
seaside rock, she would have had the word Shipston all the way 
through it; I like to think that we would have had sticks with Angela 
and Alan all the way through it.  
     Just because I will no longer wear the chain and sit at the head 

of the council table does not mean that you are getting rid of me. 
There is still a great deal to be done and I look forward to being 
part of the process of turning our ñgoodò town into a ñgreatò town. 
     This is certainly not ñGoodbyeò. 

When the Editor of the Forum asked me to sum 
up what I thought I had achieved in my three 
years as Town Mayor, I had to scratch my head 
to think of single issues rather than the broader 

picture of achievements.  

Council News in 
Brief ðctd  

On the subject of the Core 
Strategy Consultation, Cllr Mrs 
Ivens reported that a number 
of residents had posted forms 

on the internet, whilst Cllr Mrs 
Henderson advised that there is 
a Face book group with almost 
200 members in favour of the 
proposed food store. Cllr Philip 

Vial reported that a survey  
unde r t aken  l oca l l y  had  

ind icated that  25% of  
respondents are in favour and 
75% against the food store 
idea.  
     Cllr Paul Rathkey welcomed 
Liz Jaworska to her first Council 

Meeting.  
    He said that Liz has been 
selected from some forty -plus 
applications for the position as 
Assistant Town Clerk and he 

was sure that she will make a 
valuable contribution to the 

smooth running of the Councilôs 
affairs.  
    The Deputy Mayor, Cllr 
Simon Welch spoke of a  
complaint received regarding 
the positioning of a grit bin in 
Furze Hill Road (see separate 

article).  
    Finally, the Mayor reported 
on a highly enjoyable visit that 
he had made with members of 

the Town Twinning Association 
to Torigni -sur -Vire, over the 

Easter holiday weekend.  

Welcome Liz  

Liz Jaworska was welcomed to 
her first meeting of the Town 
Council, in April, in her new 
role as Assistant Town Clerk.  

     Liz, has lived with her  
husband, Richard, in Shipston 
since 1988. They have two 
grown -up daughters.  
     Prior to joining the Council, 
she has undertaken similar  

administrative roles within local 

businesses.     

Anne Sankey Medal  

Nominations are being sought by the Town Council 
for the annual Anne Sankey Medal, which is  
presented to a resident who has contributed to the 
community in a significant manner.  

     Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
Town Clerk at Clark House, West Street,  

Shipston -on-Stour and should be returned by 15th 
May 2010.  
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Town Council, Residents  Strongly Oppose 

Core Strategy Proposals.  

ñShipston- on - Stour Town Council strongly opposes both the 
scale and proposed location of the additional 250 houses 
recommended for the town between 2011 and 2012ò. 
ñFurthermore, the Town Council very strongly opposes any 

plans to build a 2500 square metre food store on the  
Norgren site, 1000 metres from the present centre of our 
Historic Market Townò. 
 
These emphatic  two opening statements in the Shipston Town 
Council response to the Stratford District Council LDF Core Strategy 

Document are not only the views of the Council, but also of many 

residents and interested groups who have campaigned and  
submitted petitions to the District Council since the strategy  
document was made public.  
     In the detailed views and comments, analysed and presented by 
Cllr Simon Welch, Deputy Mayor, it is pointed out that whilst  
housing development across the District, as a whole, has increased 

by 38% since 1981, development in Shipston has reached a  
staggering increase of 95%, the greatest increase in the area, this 
being before the 27 affordable homes currently under construction 
on London Road and the proposed mixed tenure properties in Tile-
mans Lane are added.  
     The response continues, ñShipston is bursting at the seams and 

the proposals in the Core Strategy Document would only serve to 

stretch to breaking point the delicate balance that presently exists 
between existing population numbers, employment and  
infrastructureò. 
     On the subject of the food store, the Strategy Document refers 
to a 2008 Retail Study, based on research findings from 95  
respondents out of a District -wide population of 12,000. The Study 
infers that such a retail facility would reduce the amount of  

spending that ñleaksò from the town centre to outside the Stratford 
District in such places as Banbury, Redditch and Leamington Spa. 
The Councilôs view is that this argument is flawed in that it takes no 
account of Shipstonôs Market Town trading pattern. 

     The Councilôs additional comments on this matter include  
reference that any development should help reduce the number and 

length of car journeys and should be readily accessible by foot,  
cycle and public transport from residential areas. The proposed site 
appears to make no reference to these criteria.  
     Copies of the full version of the Town Council responses which 
include reference to employment and the broader economy of the 
town and comments on Shipstonôs place in the tourism industry 
may be obtained from the Town Council office in Clark House and 

will be published on the town council website ï 
www.shipstononline.org  

Schools campaign 

against transport 
cuts  

Seco ndary  schoo l  head  
teachers, college principals and 
school governors across the 
Stratford area have launched a 

campaign against the County 
Councilôs decision to stop  
subsiding transport for post -14 
pupils which they warn will, 
óseriously damage the  

educat io na l  fu t u re  and  
employment prospectsò of  

hundreds of young people.ô 
     T h e  S o u t h e r n  A r e a  
Association of Secondary Heads 
(SASH) cal ls  the cuts,  
ill -advised, ill - thought through 
and ill - timed. The Governors of 

Shipston High School ï just 
named the most improved 
school in Warwickshire ï have 
told leading county councillors: 

óWe canôt think of a decision 
that would be more harmful to 
students.ô 

     In the letter from SASH 
they warn of the impact on the 
SWIFT (South Warwickshire 
Initiative For Training) and  
Diploma programmes.  
     They say that although the 
SWIFT programme of off -site 

vocational courses at local  
colleges has been óone of the 
greatest educational successes 

in the county in the last 15 
years, the transport cuts will be 
its deathô. The courses ólead the 

pupils somewhereô in that they 
g i v e  t h e m  v o c a t i o n a l  
qualifications to complement 
school -based subjects.  
     The head teachers warn of a 
similar impact on the 14 -19 
Diplomas programme, an  

entitlement for all students in 
2013 and in which óeveryone 
has invested hundreds of  

thousands of pounds and years 
or preparationô ï yet óschools 
cannot fund the transport so 
these courses may not be able 

to be offeredô. 
     At the April meeting of the 
Town Council, Cllr Philip Vial 
tabled a motion calling on  
Warwickshi re  County to  
continue subsidising the cost of 

travel to all students affected 
by this decision.  
     The motion was carried 

unanimously by the Council  

The Stratford District Partnership comprises representatives of local 
councils, the police and fire and rescue service, the Community  
Forums and voluntary organisations who combine their diverse  
perspectives on life in Stratford District to develop a Sustainable 

Community Strategy.  
    The current strategy, entitled ñImproving the Quality of Life for 
Everyone ï A 2026 Vision for Stratford Districtò seeks to address 
many of the most pressing needs for the community.  
     The primary objective is to give residents more influence over 
decisions affecting their lives by giving more weight to parish plans 
in the decision making process, to provide greater opportunities for 

residents to ñhave their sayò and by identifying and find the views 
of hard to reach groups.  
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ñMade of   

Woolò 

ñGôday from  

Down Under!ò 

ñPresent from 

the Valleysò 

April Fòeweòl? 

Many thanks to those who arrived at the Mill Street Gyratory on 
April 1st, to join in the fund and ñDress the Sheepò. 
     A few of the photographs taken are included below, the photog-
rapher of the first of which has asked to remain anonymous.  

The new 

ñMerhh of 
Shipstonò 

Grit Bin Controversy  

In the  Councillorsô Open Forum 
at the April meeting of the 

Town Council, the Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr Simon Welch,  

reported on a complaint that he 
had received regarding the  
positioning of a grit bin in Furze 
Hill Road, in which the  
complainant had said that it is 
unnecessary, a ñwaste of 
moneyò and spoils the view 

across the adjacent green 
space.  
     Later in the meeting, during 

the Public Forum, Mr George 
Dunn ï a former member of 
the Council ï emphasised that 

his complaint was based not 
only on the issues mentioned 
above, but also that in the past 
twenty years that he has lived 
in the area, there have only 
been five occasions when the 
weather had caused problems 

for motorists wishing to enter 
Furze Hill Road from Keetley 
Drive. Mr Dunn also referred to 

a decision made by the Council 
some ten years ago not to  
locate such bins in the town.  
     He asked who had decided 

on the specific location for this 
bin ï its original placement had 
actually been moved by  
residents ï and sought to add 
to his case by mentioning that 
the residents of Keetley Drive 

support his contention that the 
bin should be removed, a fact 
that appears to be contrary to 

that expressed by them to the 
Council. Mr Dunn also said that 
the bin would be subject to 
vandalism, that it overhangs 

the kerb of the road and that, 
more generally, he believed 
that gritting of the roadway is 
in some way illegal.  
     The Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce, 
said that the Council would look 
at this matter again, however, 

since the bin has been filled, its 
early removal might present a 

problem.  

     As this issue of the Forum goes to press, the countdown to the  
Second Shipston Wool Fair has begun.  
     The organising committee, headed by Alison Henderson, have 

been toiling away for nearly a year, to make sure that the 2010 fair 

is even better than before. During the year there have been fund  
raising activities ranging from the sale of greetings cards based on 
designs of Shipston created by the pupils from the Primary School, 
to a stand at the Rotary Victorian Evening, where people could  
explore the mysteries of the ñElectronic Sheepò, which we believe 
will be making a guest appearance at the fair, and fortify  
themselves with ñsheep cakesò, cooked to a secret recipe. On  

Saturday 17 th  May, a Grand Charity Auction will have taken place 
where a range of lots will go under the hammer to raise funds to 
complement the event.  
     On the day itself there will be a host of attractions including a  
display of sheep and lambs and demonstrations of sheep shearing, 

a fabulous marquee bedecked with knitted garments and a display 

entitled ñFrom Fleece to High Fashionò, entertainment throughout 
the day from local entertainers and performers, masses of games 
and activities for children of all ages, a display of historic farm  
machinery and a range of stalls selling quality goods, at least some 
of which will have a sheep or wool theme.  
     So mark the date and time in your diaries ï Bank Holiday  
Monday, 31 st  May from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and join us for a day 

of fun and frolicking ï that latter by the sheep.  

 

Worcestershire  Archaeological  Society Visit  

Shipston played host to a rare 
visit by members of the 
Worcestershire Archaeological 
Society in April ðrare since this 

was the first time that the  
Society has visited the town in 
some 200 years.  
     Forty three members were 
welcomed on arrival by the 
Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce and we 
given a brief introduction to the 

town and shown the new  
information map in the High 
Street, before taking lunch at 
the various eateries in the 
town.  

Later they were welcomed to 
the Shipston Museum by Mike 

Ashley, before being given a 
guided tour and taking tea at 

Mrs Brownôs Tea Rooms before 
returning home.  
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Elections 2010  

General Election  District Council By - Election  

Following the retirement of Cllr Bob White, an election for a new 
District Councillor for Shipston will take place on Thursday 6 th  May 
2010.  
The four candidates are:  

Christopher 
Aston  
Labour Party  

The Labour Party Candidate for 
the Shipston Ward at the  
District Council election is 
Christopher Aston.  

Chris has lived in Shipston all 
of his life and has recently 
completed a Masterôs Degree in 
Development at the University 
of Bristol.   

He currently works as a  
Swimming Teacher at Shipston 

Leisure Centre.  
His interests include  
scuba -diving, reading and  
travelling.  

Robert  
Ballantyne 
Green Party  

Robert Ballantyne is the Green 
Party Candidate at the District 
Council Election.  
He has lived with his wife and 

two children in Kineton for 12 
years and is a qualified  
accountant working in the 
prison service. He has recently 
gained a degree in Politics and 

Philosophy  
He plays an active part in his 

local community , having 
served as a Parent Governor at 
Kineton High School and a 
member of Kineton Heart Start, 
the local 1 st  Responder group  

Clive 
Smithard 
Conservative 
Party  

Clive Smithard is the  
Conservative Party candidate at 
the District Council election in 
Shipston.  

He is a retired businessman  
and financial consultant.  
He and his wife live in Shipston  
and have three sons.  
Clive is a member of the Bow 

Group, Vice Chairman of the 
Business Forum and Foreign &  

Commonwealth Council.  

Philip Vial 
Liberal  
Democrat  

Philip Vial is the Liberal  
Democrat candidate to take 
over from his colleague, Bob 
White at the District Council by

-election in Shipston.  
He is an Assistant Matron in a 
Community Hospital, having 
been a Nurse for over 20 years.  
He and his wife, Rachel (the 

Practice Manager at the  
medical centre) live in Signal 

Road.   
He is a member of the Town 
Council and of Transition  
Shipston.  

As at the deadline for the  
production of the Forum, the 
following candidates have  
advised their intention to  

contest the seat for Stratford -
upon -Avon.  

Brett Parsons  
UK  
Independence 
Party  

Martin 
Turner  

Liberal  
Democrat  

Karen Varga  
Green  
Party  

Rob Johnston 
Labour Party   

Nadhim  
Zahawi  
Conservative 
Party  

Neil Basnett 
Independent   

George Jones will be standing 
for the British National Party 

but has not provided a  
photograph  

Never wanting to miss an opportunity Shipston High School 
has been struck with election fever as its students get down 
to the serious business of party politics and elections.  Under 
the watchful eye of the Schoolôs Returning Officer, Mr  

Richard Harris, who in his normal role is the schoolôs  
Assistant Headteacher, students have nominated their own 

candidates and will be holding their own election as a replica 
of the real one on 6 th  May.  



District & County  News  
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The deadline for commenting on the proposal to build on land alongside the Campden road has now 
passed but I would like to report that I have objected to the plan to build 250 houses and an out of 
town food store.  It is apparent from surveys that we have carried out, that the majority (about 70%) of 

the townsô residents also object to these proposals and support my view that a 2,500 sq. meter out of 

town store would have an adverse effect on Shipstonôs unique shopping centre; the idea of building  
another 250 houses has received even less support with about 80% objecting.  
     Orbit Housing Association have presented preliminary plans to build 48 houses at the site of  
Shipston House on Tilemans Lane.  Their proposal is to build 41 affordable houses for local people, this 
would include single person flats in the old workhouse.  I think this is an interesting scheme but the 
plans put forward by Shipston Town Management Partnership for community use of Shipston House  
itself, which is a listed building, also deserve very careful consideration.  

     The decision by the County Council to cut the transport subsidy to post 16 year olds going from 
Shipston to colleges and schools to continue their education once they have left Shipston High School is 
one to which I am objecting most strongly.  This will also affect those students under 16 who are  
undertaking vocational training away from Shipston.  Currently the families of all these students pay 

£300 per student  towards their transport costs.  Without the subsidy I am told the cost will rise to over 
£600 per student.  I think it is quite disgraceful for those in charge at the County Council to penalise 

families with teenage students instead of supporting them.  I am asking Stratford District Councillors, 
via a resolution to the next Full Council meeting, to join me in asking the County Council to reconsider 
this retrograde step.  
     I am now looking forward to THE major event in May, this is of course the Brailes Three Hills Walk!  
This will be taking place on the Spring Bank Holiday Monday 3 rd . May, raising funds for Brailes School 
and Brailes pavilion.                                                                                                Richard Cheney  

     This has been one of the longest Parliaments in living memory.  As each month has passed towards 
an inevitable deadline, what benefit has there been to delay calling the election?  Very little positive  
legislation has been enacted and peopleôs minds have filled with greater uncertainty.  I do hope that 
amid the indecision of many, that the result is decisive to give us a clear vision of our destiny in the 

coming years.  
Shipston House  

I have taken an interest in the proposals for redevelopment at the site of Shipston House, in Tilemanôs 

Lane, the former Workhouse. However, the time to look at proposals in real detail will be when a  
planning application has been submitted.  The County Council will look at the application with a fine 
tooth comb when it has been made.  A thorough assessment of the traffic impacts will be made and 
this, I hope will address some of the concerns that have been expressed to me.  
     Why was it built?  My own research shows that workhouses were established under an 1834 Act of 
Parliament.  This Act also set up their management structure.  A group of Parishes, known as a Poor 

Law Union would govern each one of them.  Shipston -on-Stour was one of a group of local parishes that 
were part of Worcestershire up to 1931.  Shipston -on-Stour Union covered parts of three counties, 
Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire.  This complicates the position if we are looking for 
some history.  
     A colleague has located a copy of Kellyôs 1908 Directory for Staffordshire and Worcestershire that 
describes the Shipston Union Workhouse as:ña brick structure, erected in 1837, at a cost of Ã7,000 and 

will hold 230 inmates; in the grounds is a chapel erected in 1847.ò  Over the years, the Workhouse was 

transformed into an institution that could care for the old, the sick and ñmentally disturbed ñ. 
Chris Saint  

Limbo  

At local election time, Councils are planning for their Annual Meetings where we elect 
our new Chairman and agree the working arrangements for our elected members 
before starting a new Municipal Year.    

     Warwickshire will hold its Annual Meeting on 18 th  May.  
     Of more importance, in peoplesô minds is the outcome of the General Election on 

6 th  May.  Although we could have had to wait until 3 rd  June, so much uncertainty  
surrounds the economic climate that it will be far better for local authorities when 
the outcome is known.  
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S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  
NATIONAL F INAL OF  
P U B L I C  S P E A K I N G  
COMPETITION  

For the first time, not just in 
the history of Shipston High 
School but also of all the  
secondary schools in the whole 

of Warwickshire, a team of  
students from the High School 
has reached the grand national 

final of the Rotary Club óYouth 
Speaksô competition. In the 
competition the team members 
had to speak on a topic of their 
own choosing in front of a 
packed hall and a team of 

judges.   

     To get to the final the three 
students from Shipston High 
School, Kim Haynes, Kate  
Higginson and Charley Caufield, 

had to see off stiff competition 

in three óheatsô from schools 
across the local area, the  
district and the whole region 
which included schools in areas 
as wide apart as Wales,  
Staffordshire & Gloucestershire. 

Along the way, they defeated 
teams from schools of all 
shapes and sizes including 
other local community schools, 
grammar schools and some top 
names from among the  

fee -paying, independent sector  

     In each round of the  
competition the standard rose  
dramatically but the Shipston 
High School students showed 
they were more than up to 
raising their game to see off 

the competition. They have 
certainly proved, if the point 
needed proving, that Shipston 
High School students are the 
match of any students from 
any school across the country.  
     Appropriately, the final of 

the competition is being held in 
Stratford upon Avon, in May.  

SHIPSTON HIGH HAS  
TALENT!  
Shipston High students showed 
their musical talent at a  

showcase concert organised by 
the Warwickshire County Music 
Service at the Civic Centre in 
Stratford upon Avon.  Along 

with selected gifted and  
talented students from other 
secondary schools in the south 

of the County, the large  
contingent from Shipston  
performed a number of musical 
items that included some  
formal, classical instrumental 
pieces along with an eclectic 

mix of more modern material 
including some ñsongs from the 
showsò.  The students won  
particular praise for the  

exceptional quality of their  
performances along with the 
range of the different musical 

items they showcased.  
     The concert was held in 
front of a paying audience and 
for the evening the Civic Centre 
was turned into cabaret venue 
with tables and chai rs  
surrounding the stage for the 

musicians.  The programme 
was divided into two halves 

w i t h  a n  i n t e r v a l  f o r  
refreshments and in total  
Shipston students contributed 
six of the items on the  

programme.  
     Particular credit must go to 
Shipston Highôs Head of Music, 
Mr David Hunt, under whose 
inspirational leadership music 
has really flourished at the 
school.  For those who missed 

the concert in Stratford there 
will be another chance to hear 

some of the Shipston students 
when they contribute a full  
programme of their own at the 
forthcoming ñShipston Promsò.   
Donôt miss it!! 
 

TEACHER SEEKS BEST  
PRACTICE FROM ABROAD  

Miss  Joanna Chambers ,  
Shipston High Schoolôs Head of 
Modern Foreign Languages, has 
just returned from a study visit 
to Australia to learn about how 

schools ñdown underò are  
leading the way in nurturing  

and bringing on the talents of 
their youngsters.  Miss  
Chambers was one of a small 
group of teachers from each of 

the schools in the south of the 
County who was offered the 
opportunity to look at first hand 
how some of the best schools 

in Australia are meeting the 
educational challenges of the 
21 st  century.  The visit took 

place during the Easter holiday 
and was funded by a research 
grant from an educational 
trust.  
     Miss Chambers will be  
writing a report on her visit and 

then feeding back what she has 
learned  to other staff at the 
school.  Already she has  
identified a number of projects 

she would like to develop at the 
High School as a result of her 
visit.  She is especially excited 

by what she saw in the  
Australian schools of their 
strategies to really push the 
potential of the more talented 
students.  As Miss Chambers 
told us,  
     ñI was very impressed by 

the flexibility of the curriculum 
in South Australia.  Students 

with high intellectual potential 
are often accelerated in select 
groups to condense their  
education and to be challenged 

to meet their ability.  I was also 
interested in how schools  
actively promote Higher Order 
Th ink i ng  Sk i l l s  (HOTS)  
throughout all curriculum areas 
and  how students are  
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  l e a r n  

independently.  This is similar 
to how Shipston High School is 

building the learning power of 
its studentsò. 

FRIENDS OF SHIPSTON 

HIGH  
 

B I N G O   E V E N I N G  

Friday 7 th  May 2010  

at 7.30 p.m. in the School 

Hall  
Please come and support the 

School and have a fun evening ! 
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Shipston's Saxon Hoard  
Budding archaeologists from 
Shipston - on - Stour Primary 
School found pottery, coins and 

wood pieces when they took 
part in a mini -excavation  
exercise for Anglo Saxon Day.  
     While their finds didn't quite 
match the scale of the  
Staffordshire Hoard, the Year 4 
pupils treasured their day 

learning about life in England 
1,600 years ago. They created 
Anglo Saxon jewellery and  
artefacts, learned how to grind 
flour and make bread, and took 
part in a 'King's burial' where 

they offered presents for the 
afterlife. Inspired by the great 
story of Beowulf, children also 
wrote stories about Anglo 
S a x o n  w a r r i o r s  a n d  
punishments.  

     Anglo Saxon Day was held 
as part of Year 4's 'Invaders 

and Settlers' topic and students 
formed their own museum to 

showcase their work to the rest 
of the school.  
     Year 4 also used their  
creative ICT work to great  
effect by producing an Anglo 
Saxon newsletter which can be 
viewed on  

www.shipston.warwickshire.sch
.uk/newsletters  
     The rest, as they say, is 
history!  
 

Sense and adventure  
 

Year 5 pupils had a great time 
on their Manor Adventure  
residential in Wales.  
     On their journey they 
stopped off at the Rare Breeds 
and Owl Sanctuary in Kington, 

Herefordshire. They learned 
that there are 149 different 
types of owl and that contrary 
to popular belief, owls are not 

as wise as you think  and donôt 
just come out at night  

Owls are crepuscular -  active 
during dawn and dusk. The 
children were also able to 
stroke, feed and learn about 

other animals such as tortoises, 
reindeer, goats and alpacas.  
     At the Abernant Lake Hotel, 
the pupils took part in a wide 
variety of activities: rifle  
shooting, fencing, canoeing, 
kayaking, zip wire, abseiling, 

low ropes and a three hour hill 
walk in the rain!  

     Headteacher Chr i s t ian  
Hilton said: "Throughout their 
time away, the children  
overcame their fears of heights, 

water and being away from 
h o m e ,  t h e y  s h o w e d  
perseverance, collaboration, 
empathy, independence and 
friendship."   
 
Teams sweep the floor  
 

Shipston Primary's Floorball A 
and B Teams have been 

crowned champions of the 
Cotswold League by winning 
the double in the Cotswold Cup.  
     In a fiercely fought final, 
Shipston's A Team achieved a 9
-4 success over Newbold and 
Tredington. The Shipston team 

pulled out all the stops and star 
scorer Tobi Faulkner led the 
team to victory with a hat trick 
performance. Tobi has been 

rated the highest scorer in the 
boys table with an average of 

two goals per game.  

     Meanwhile Shipston's B 
Team overcame Ilmington 11 -3 
to contribute to Shipston's  
title -winning double.  

 

Young enterprise day,  

     A report by  

     Sam Bowers ð Year 5  
 
     We went to the High School, 

and were put into groups of 
four with an adult.  
     We were then told that it 
wasn't going to be teachers 
who ran our enterprise day it 

was the year elevens that were 
running and had planned our 
enterprise day.  
     We were first given BLP 
(Building Learning Power) logs 
to use throughout the day to 

check we were stretching our 
all important learning powers.  

     We were then asked to 
come up with a group name 
and logo.  
     The year elevens soon  
revealed our main challenge 

and it was to create our own 
school with exotic lessons and 
a timetable.  
     W e  f i r s t  ma de  o u r  
timetables and came up with 
lessons but we had to include 
English, maths and science.   

    The hard part of the day 

eventually came, the materials 
were handed out and the  
challenge began.  
     We had to make our school 
to suit our lessons, for example 

if we had darts lessons we 
would have to have a darts 
classroom.  
     I t  w a s  a  t o u g h  
challenge but everyone made 
there school really well in 3D.  
     Overall everybody had a 

fantastic time and thought the 

year elevens did really well to 
organise the day.  
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Have a spring in your stepé. 
 

Now the evenings are getting lighter and it is not quite as cold  
outside it is the perfect time of year to improve your fitness.   
Regular activity (30 minutes each day for adults) can:  

¶ Reduce your risk of chronic disease  

¶ Give you more energy  

¶ Help you sleep better  

¶ Make you feel good  

¶ Reduce stress  

¶ Help you manage your weight  

The activity doesnôt have to be a lot, having a walk in our beautiful 
surroundings or doing a bit of work in the garden may be enough.  
You should aim to be slightly warm with slightly harder breathing 
(not too breathless that you canôt talk, but breathless enough that 
you canôt sing whilst undertaking the activity).  If fitting in 30  

minutes seems hard, break it down into three ten minute periods 
throughout the day.  
     For more guidance on improving your fitness visit the NHS 
choices WebPages at http://www.nhs.uk/LiveWell/fitness/Pages/
Fitnesshome.aspx   
 

é and think about the weather! 
As the days start to brighten up we are also likely to see an  
increase of those pollens that can cause hay fever.  Please think 
ahead and order your hay fever medication so you have it there 

when you need it.   
 

What do you think about our service?  
Please come and tell us ï we are having our Patient Participation 

Meeting on Wednesday 26 th  May at Shipston Primary School  
between 7pm and 9pm .  This is your opportunity to tell us what you 
think.  We will also be providing information about:  

¶ How the New Repeat Medication System works  

¶ How we help you manage your condition (Kidney Disease, 

Diabetes. Stroke, Hypertension)  

¶ Dementia awareness and support  

¶ Your health data on the NHS Spine  

There has been further activity 
by burglars in Shipston. They 
are targeting empty looking 
houses, maybe people who've 

gone on holiday or are away for 
the Weekend.  
     T h e y  i d e n t i f y  s u c h  

properties and then break in 
t h ro ugh  t he  rea r  and  
conducting an 'untidy' search, 
looking for items that can be 

easily disposed of.  
     If you're going away, leave 
a light on, use a timer switch, 
or ask a neighbour if possible 
to draw the curtains and secure 
the gates to the back of your 

property.  
     The full monthly Sager 
N e i g h b o u r h o o d  T e a m  

newsletter can be read on 
www.shipstononline.org  

http://www.nhs.uk/LiveWell/fitness/Pages/Fitnesshome.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/LiveWell/fitness/Pages/Fitnesshome.aspx


Whatõs On in & around Shipston  
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