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Pauline White  

It is with great sadness that we 
must report that Cllr Mrs 
Pauline White has died at the 

age of 70.  

     Whilst Pauline has only 
been a town councillor for two 
years,  she has loyal ly  
supported her husband, Bob, in 
his District and Town Council 
duties for almost a decade.  
     She is survived by 4  

children and 3 grand children, 
to whom expressions of  
sympathy have been given 
from friends and residents from 

Shipston and throughout  
Warwickshire.  

ñSave OUR Workhouseò 

The outgoing Town Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce joined Graham  
Williamson, Chairman of Shipston Town Management Partnership, 
members of the Town and District Councils and the Partnership, to 
voice their concerns over the proposals by Orbit Housing to convert  

Shipston House into apartments as part of their plan to construct an 

affordable housing scheme in Tilemanôs Lane. 
     Whilst this issue  is yet to be the subject of a planning  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  b y  t h e  T o w n  
Council, the Partnership have highlighted a number of points  which 
appear to  be supported by respondents to  a  
petition circulated throughout the town.  

     The importance of Shipston House ða Grade II Listed Building ð
and its associated structures has been described by English  
Heritage, the Georgian Society and the Conservation Architect of  
Stratford District Council as being ñimportant in clearly  
demonstrating an aspect of the social history of Shipston in the 
19th Centuryò. Internally the House contains range of important  

architectural features, which it is believed Orbit intend simply to 
ñboard overò meaning that they will be lost and allowed to  
deteriorate and decay over time..  
     The Partnership, supported by a number of individual of Town 
Councillors, also believe that rather than be converted into housing, 
the Shipston House should be saved for community use.  
     A further, and somewhat more contentious issue, has been 

raised as to the legality of the conveyance of the property since it 
ceased to be part of the English Poor Law Union. Since, according to 
the Land Registry, the property is not registered, there is currently 
no simple ñpaper trailò following its conveyance to Renault  
Agriculture, Class and now, Orbit. The Partnership is seeking to  
ascertain the provenance of the building to prove or disprove its 

current status.  

     At the May meeting of the Town Council, Cllr Ian Cooper briefed 
his colleagues on a meeting with the Planning Department of  
Stratford District Council, which he had attended with Cllr Richard 
Cheney.  
     Key points raised by Cllr Cooper included the potential conflict of 
between the development with schools and industrial  traffic and 

the fact that the current plans show the need for cars to reverse 
onto Tilemanôs Lane, the need for the affordable properties in view 
of the new development on London Road, the ability of existing  
infrastructure such as the schools and leisure centre to  
accommodate new residents, the availability of a childrenôs play 
area, which orbit seem to believe could be provided by the Primary 

School sports field and legal issues pertaining to a Section 106 

Agreement.    The planning application has now been published.  

Mayor Making  

At the Annual Meeting of  
Shipston Town Council, held on 
10th May, the out -going mayor, 
Cllr Alan Noyce handed over his 

chain of office to his successor, 

Cllr Simon Welch.  
     There were two candidates 
for the position of Deputy 
Mayor. Following a poll of  
councillors, Cllr Paul Rathkey 
was elected.  

     Cllr Welchôs first report for 
the Forum is on Page 3.  



From the Editor  
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Council News ðAnnual Town Meeting  
 

The following Annual Report was delivered by the Mayor, Cllr 
Alan Noyce at the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 27th 

April.  
     ñI had not expected to be making the Mayorôs report this year, I 

certainly had not expected to be Mayor for a further year, but as 
you know due to very unhappy circumstances I was asked to  
undertake a further year as Mayor of Shipston, It was an honour to 
accept the task in Angelaôs place, and I would like to thank the  
entire Town Council for the support they have given to me over the 
last year.  
     I would like to thank Mrs Veronica Murphy for stepping in as my 

Mayoress. It has been a great comfort, not to mention a  
tremendous asset to the town to have such an excellent  
ambassador for the town at my side during the many civic  
occasions I have attended, on your behalf, during the year.  

     We have gained one new councillor during the year, Mrs Fay 
Ivens, who recently retired as Chairman of Shipston in Bloom.  Fay 

has been assigned to the General Purposes Working Group and has 
worked with Cllr. Saint on the ñSafer Routes to Schoolò initiative.  
Welcome Fay, I hope you will serve Shipston for many years to 
come.  
     I am pleased to report that the ñworking partyò system that was 
instigated a year ago is working well, this way of delegating matters 
to specific groups has meant that issues have been dealt with more 

effectively.  
     Almost a year ago we appointed a new Town Clerk, Mrs  
Georgina Beaumont; she has settled in to the Town Council  
extremely well and appears to be enjoying the huge variety of tasks 

that have come her way.  More recently we appointed a new Admin. 
Assistant Mrs Liz Jaworska and I have every confidence that she will 
do well in her new post.  Both ñnew girlsò live in Shipston and are 

committed to serving the community that they both live and work 
in. Another appointment during the year was the Town Crier, Mrs 
Marion Ladd, who won a competition to find a town crier,  
during the Wool Fair in May.  Marion lives in Shipston and has  
already carried out many civic duties within the town.  A new crier, 
a new outfit, a specially designed uniform was commissioned from a  

master tailor in Alcester, Marion been regularly pictured in the local 
papers over the last year.  
     Following on from the huge success of the inaugural year of 

Shipston Wool Fair, we are looking forward an even better event on 
Whitsun Bank Holiday Monday 31 st  May.  We hope you will join us 
for what we hope will be a day of fun including; sheep displays, 
shearing demonstrations, wool exhibitions and entertainment 

throughout the day, along with stalls and plenty of places to eat 
and drink.  
     During the year we have made a number of achievements  
including the complete replacement of he allotment fence, promised 
at the last town meeting and the fence bordering properties at the 
recreation area in Mayo Road. New play equipment at Hawthorn 
Way has been installed. I consider that during my time as Town 

Mayor I have been able to transform the Town Council into a more 
structured and professional body. We have endeavoured to attain a 

sense of well being for residents and businesses.  My hope is that 
my successor will build on the work I have begun.   

In a Shipston Primary School 
assembly, led by Paul Chapman 
of Stratford District Council, he 
spoke on the theme of óChoicesô 

and explained the importance 
of a general election and a  
democratic voting system.  
     In the last few weeks  
everyone has had  the  
opportunity to make their own 
choices, whether this was 

where to mark our ñXòôs on  
ballot papers to attend  
meetings and events that might 
assist in everyday living or  
increasing the prosperity of our 
businesses and our local  

economy. Over 70% of us 
voted at the two elections, but 
as reported elsewhere in this  
issue, only two traders could be 
bothered to attend the meeting 
on tourism development, which 
is a staggering 1% of those 

businesses to whom invitations 
were mailed.  
     With the exception of the 
public consultation on the Core 
Strategy, where residents 
crowded around the District 
Council table at the Stour 

United Businesses Fair, to voice 
their concerns over the possible 
development of a food store in 
Campden Road, interest in 
events staged by the Town and 
District Councils is invariably 

low. Only four people attended 
the first meeting about the SDC 
budget and just 46 people  
attended the Annual Town 
Meeting.  
     Of course, it is ña matter of 
choiceò, whether to take the 

time to attend such gatherings. 
However, by deciding (or 
choosing) not to be involved, 
then it is difficult to justify  
criticism about decisions that 

are made which affect our 
lives.  

     In the conclusion of his final 
address to the Town Council, 
outgoing Mayor, Cllr Alan 
Noyce stated ñShipston is on its 
way upò. For the town to  
progress into the coming  

decades, there will have to be 
choices and it can only be 
hoped that just as in the  
elections where nearly three 
quarters of residents voted, 

they will choose to be part of 
this development.      



From the Mayor  
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In the summer of 2007, a week after the floods, my wife Christine 
and I moved to Shipston to live in a bungalow whose previous 
owner had been Penny White, who many of you will remember had 
served as Mayor of Shipston on more than one occasion.  Little did I 

realise at the time that three years later my colleagues on Shipston 
Town Council would elect me to serve as Mayor starting in May 
2010.  
     I feel both humble and very privileged to be given this honour 
and responsibility and I will do my utmost over the next twelve 
months to serve and represent both the residents of Shipston and 
the Town Council to the best of my ability.  

     I am well aware that I have a hard act to follow, and would like 
to take this opportunity to offer my personal thanks, which I am 
confident you will all endorse, to out outgoing Mayor, Alan Noyce.  
Alan has served as our Mayor for three years, the last of which, for 
reasons that I am sure you are all aware, cannot have been easy.  
During his tenure, Alan has instigated many changes to the working 

practices of the Town Council, all of which have vastly improved the 
way in which the Town Council conducts its business, hopefully 
making the Council more responsive to the needs and aspirations of 
the residents of Shipston.  
     I have not yet finalised all the goals I would like to achieve  
during my term of office, except to say that included on that list will 
be improvements to the traffic flow and congestion, parking, and 

pedestrian safety in High Street, as well as a search for additional 
land to increase significantly the number of allotment sites within 
Shipston.  I will of course be keeping a very close watch on  
Stratford District Councils proposals regarding the major housing, 
food store, etc., plans for the Norgren site and the land either side 

of the Campden Road, as well as Orbit Housing plans to redevelop 
Shipston House and the land at the rear.  

     Finally, I will be continuing the practice of the previous Mayor, 
namely to run a Surgery at Clark House, along with District and 
County Councillors on the second Saturday each month from 10:00 
am to 12:00 pm.   
     I look forward to meeting many of you at these informal  
sessions.  I will of course continue my active participation in both 

Shipston in Bloom and the Shipston Gardening Club.  

Council News in 
Brief  

As is customary at the Annual 
Meeting of the Town Council, 
the agenda was comparatively 
short.  

     The out -going Mayor, Cllr 
Alan Noyce, spoke with some 
emotion about his year which, 
although enjoyable was tinged 
with sadness. He thanked 
ñRonò Murphy for her support 

as his Mayoress, his fellow 

councillors for their support and 
the Town Clerk and all council 
staff for their continued hard 
work during the year.  
     In conclusion he said that 
ñShipston is on its way upò and 

he has been very proud to be 
part of the townôs governance. 
    Cllr Simon Welch was then 
confirmed as the new mayor by 
a  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  o f  

councillors and Cllr Noyce  
installed him with the chain of 

office.  
     In his acceptance address, 
Cllr Welch thanked Cllr Noyce 
for all the hard work that he 
and Angela had undertaken 
over the past five years and for 
the guidance and advice that 

Cllr Noyce has given to him. 
Cllr Welch said that there will 
be very few changes in the way 
that he chairs the council, other 

than he will exercise his vote 
on resolutions and, if neces-

sary, will use his casting vote 
to retain the status quo.  
     He commented on a few 
administrative matters, such as 
ensuring that when items are 
minuted to be actioned, these 
will be assigned to specific  

people for reports at the  
following meeting of the council 
and that also, he would only 
consider proposals from  

councillors which are contained 
within meeting agendas, as 
opposed to those raised  

without prior notice.  
     On specific issues raised by 
councillors, both Cllr Mrs Jane 
Pearce and Cllr Mrs Dot  
Courtney spoke of the appalling 
state of the sensory garden, 

Mrs Courtney advised that she 
had seen it being used as a 
toilet young children.  
     This mat ter  wi l l  be  

discussed a the next meeting.  
      

Cllr Karl Peacock spoke of a 
further occurrence of abusive 
behaviour by youths in the 

Telegraph Street Car Park 

which had required the  
attendance by police officers. 
This was echoed by Cllr Ian 
Cooper.  
     Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner 
asked about progress on  
restoring the engraving on the 

horse troughs in the town, 
which had been approved by 
the council some months  
previous.  
    Cllr Ian Cooper reported on 

a meeting with the  District  

Council concerning tourism  
promotion where it had been 
proposed that Shipston should 

be positioned both as a visitor 

attraction suitable for short  
duration visits for shopping and 
sightseeing and as a centre for 
fairs and events.  
    Cllr Cooper also spoke of a 
meeting that he had attended 
with Cllr Richard Cheney and 

the Planning Department at the 
District Council, regarding the 
proposed Orbit development in 
Tilemanôs Lane. He had raised 
issues concerning the impact 

on local facilities.  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  June 2010June 2010ττPage 4Page 4  Local News and CommentLocal News and Comment  

New Mayorôs First Official Engagement 

Barely sixteen hours following 
his installation at the new 
mayor of Shipston, Cllr Simon 
Welch performed his first  

official engagement, the  
opening of the SCAN ñGreat 
Place to Grow Oldò Exhibition. 
     In his opening remarks, Cllr 
Welch thanked SCAN and those  
organisations who had helped 
create a highly informative 

event, adding that it will not be 
long before he qualifies to 

benefit from the range of  
services offered.  

District Council By - Election  
 

Christopher Ashton  
(Labour)                   315 votes  
Robert Ballantyne  
(Green)                      70 votes  
Clive Smithard  

(Conservative)        1108 votes  
Philip Vial  
(Lib Dem)               1376 votes  
     The turnout was 71.00%  

Philip Vial was duly elected  
 

In an associated matter,  
following the retirement of  
District Council Leader, Les  
T o p h a m ,  t h e  r u l i n g  

Conservative Group have 
elected Cllr Stephen Gray as 
their new Leader.  
     Cllr Gray is a resident of 
Shipston, a former member 
and mayor of Shipston Town 
Council. He represents Long 

Compton on the District  
Council.  
 

Election Results  

The results of the General and 
District Council Elections, held 
in May were as follows:  
 

General Election  
 

The result for the Stratford -on-
A v o n  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
Constituency was:  
 

Neil Basnett  
(Independent)         1032 votes  
Fred Bishop  

(English Democrats)  473 votes  

Robert Johnston  
(Labour)                 4809 votes  
George Jones  
(BNP)                     1097 votes  
Brett Parsons  
(UKIP)                    1846 votes  
Martin Turner  

(Lib Dem)             14706 votes  
Karen Varga  
(Green)                    527 votes  
Nadhim Zahawi  

(Conservative)       26052 votes  
     The turnout was 72.95%  

Nadhim Zahawi was duly 
elected  

Philip Vial  Nadhim Zahawi  

Shipston Could Miss 

Out on Tourism  
Promotion.  

Despite letters of invitation  
being mailed to over 200  
recipients and the event being 
advertised in the last issue of 

the Forum, only two businesses 
attended the public meeting 
arranged by Stratford District 
Council to outline their ideas as 
to how the whole of Stratford 

District might be promoted for 
tourism purposes.  

     In his report to the Town 
Council on a previous meeting 
on the subject, Cllr Ian Cooper 
stated that it had been  
proposed that Shipston should 
be positioned both as a visitor 

attraction suitable for short  
duration visits for shopping and 
sightseeing and as a centre for 
fairs and events.  

     In the Core Strategy  
Document, it was suggested 
that Shipston could be  

positioned in relation to its  
l oca t ion,  c lose  to  the  
Cotswolds.  
     The business sectors in 
Shipston that would most 
benefit from tourism promotion 
are retailers, hotels, pubs,  

restaurants, etc. but there 
must be a fear that if the  
owners and operators of these 

facilities do not take the  
opportunity to have their say, 
they could loose out to other 

Market Towns which are more 
proactive and who are seen by 
the District Council, to be  
interested in taking advantage 
of marketing opportunities that 
are being developed.      

New housing options 

service for older  
people.  

A new telephone service is now 
available in Warwickshire to 
help older people with their 
housing options.  

     FirstStop Warwickshire is an 
independent service providing 
information about the different 
housing and care options  
available when it comes to later 

life. This includes advising  
people who may need some 

extra support to remain in their 
present home, and to those 
who wish to move home and 
need to know the options  
available to them.  
     The service, which is open 

to older people living in  
Warwickshire, their families and 
carers, as well as professionals, 
is being provided by the  

national organisation FirstStop, 
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
Warwickshire County Council 

and the countyôs five District 
and Borough Councils.  
     In the Summer of 2010 the 
service will be expanded to  
offer a local visiting housing 
options service, alongside the 
telephone service, for people 

who would benefit from face to 
face contact.  This service will 
also provide practical help to 

people who wish to move home 
but need some support to do 
so.  

     For further information  visit 
the website  
www.firststopadvice.org.uk  
or contact the FirstStop  
telephone line  
on 0800 377 7070.  
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Speaking at the Shipston Annual Town Meeting, Cllr Simon Welch, 
Leader of the General Purposes Working Group, updated residents 
on the situation regarding the totally unsatisfactory progress made 
with Warwickshire County Council to try to alleviate the traffic 

chaos in the centre of Shipston.  
   Cllr Welch described a plan that has been discussed with the 
County Highways Department which would create a one -way traffic 
flow through the centre of the town. Traffic would enter Market 
Pace (which would become a one -way route) from Church Street 
and turn into the High Street (also a one way route) by Lloyds 
Bank.  

    The parking along the right side of the High Street would become 
echeloned to make parking and reversing back into the traffic flow, 
easier. Traffic would then leave the town centre into West Street.  
     In order to progress this suggestion, the County Council have 
indicated that they would need to undertake a feasibility study but 
have claimed that they do not have the sum of £3000.00 in their 

budget to carry this out. They have offered to install, on a  
temporary basis, a CCTV camera ay the junction of Market Place 
and High Street for two days and then provide the recorded images 
to the Town Council.  
     This suggestion has been deemed to be impractical in the sense 
that it would require someone to watch 48 hours of recorded data 
in order to produce a report on a problem that is already known to 

exist. The Town Council has pointed out to the County that funding 
for such a survey actually exists in the Section 106 Agreement  
pertaining to the Village Estate. They have also indicated that if cost 
is truly the issue, then it could be funded from Town Council  
reserves, but this, so far, has been resisted by the County.  
    There is absolutely no doubt that the traffic situation in the town 
centre is worsening. Motorists continually break the law by parking 

on the left side of the High Street, outside the George Hotel, HSBC 
Bank and the White Bear, which is controlled by Yellow Lines, or 
simply loiter in the hope that parking spaces will become available.  
    It has also been noted that vehicles displaying Blue Disability 
Badges are parking inconsiderately ï one such vehicle was parked 
at the narrow entrance to the Market Place, causing a blockage of 

vehicles seeking to enter or leave this road and whilst the Traffic 
Warden had no power to ask the driver to move the vehicle (this 
could only be done by a police officer on the grounds of causing an 
obstruction ï but, of course, no such officer was to be seen in the 
town at the time) the actions of the driver should have been far 
more considerate to his or her fellow motorists.  
    The issue of illegal and inconsiderate parking has been previously 

highlighted by the drivers of Shipston Link Ltd, the community bus 
service, both in a letter to the Forum and the attendance of three of 
its members at the March meeting of the Town Council.  
    On behalf of the drivers, Tim Walker urged the Council to take 
action before a serious accident takes place. He explained that due 

to illegal parking across the bus stop outside the White Bear, he 
and his fellow drivers were often unable to park in the marked Bus 

Stop area meaning that passengers must leave the bus onto the 
road rather than the pavement, with those seeking to cross the 
road have limited view of traffic travelling in both directions.  
    In a comment to the Forum, Mr Walker said, ñThis issue has 
been a cause for concern for over ten years but to date, absolutely 
nothing has been done to alleviate it.ò  

No end in sight for traffic chaos  

Thefts  from Motor Vehicle  
Between 11:30pm on the 19th 
April 2010 and 07:45am on the 
20th April 2010, unknown  

offenders have gained entry to 
a vehicle forcing the lock to the 
rear doors. The offenders have 
stolen a box containing  
decorating tools and a large 
black plastic toolbox on the 

Banbury Road, Ettington.  

     Between 11:30pm on the 
20th April 2010 and 08:30am 
on the 21st April 2010,  
unknown offenders have 
smashed the vehicles window 
stealing a Tom Tom Sat Nav 

from Upper Brailes.  
     If you have seen anything 
of a suspicious nature in this 
area during the relevant times, 
please contact your local SNT 

on 01789 444670 or contact 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, 

on 0800 555111 quoting crime 
reference number S/10/4025.  
 

Good news  
On 21/04/2010, a suspect male 
approached an off duty special 
constable at his home address 
selling cleaning equipment. The 
special constable called the  
local Safer Neighbourhood  

Officer who arrived within 9 

minutes of the call being made 
and located the suspect male.  

New Team Member  
 

Police Community Support  
Officer 6234 Hayley Ditchburn 
has moved from Wellesbourne  
Police Station and joined the 
team.  

     She holds a degree in 
Criminology and Sociology from 
Brighton University . Hayley 
quoted "I am looking forward 
to getting out onto my beat 
an d  wo r k i ng  w i t h  my  

community. I enjoy getting  

involved in community issues."  

Last Chance to Apply for Flood Funds  

To assist residents who are still in the process of ordering or  
purchasing flood defence equipment, Shipston Town Council have 

extended the deadline date for claiming funds to 30th June 2010.  
     Application forms are available from the Town Council.  
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Candidates attend 
Orbit Presentation  

B y  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  C l i v e  
Smithward, Nadhim Zahawi, 
Martin Turner and Philip Vial all 
chose the same time to attend 

the Orbit presentation in April  
    This was too good a photo 
opportunity to miss, albeit  
under electoral rules, the  

picture could not be published  
until after the elections.  

Going, Going, 
Gone  

The festivities around the  
Shipston Wool Fair got off to a 
great start on Saturday 17th 
April, when the Grand Auction 

took place at the George Hotel.  
     The hotel bar was packed to 
capacity as Manchester -based 
Dale Neilson of Cape Dunn  
Auctioneers -  pictured below 
wi th  A l i son Henderson,  

Chairman of the Organising 

Committee, Marion Ladd,  
Shipstonôs Town Crier, the 
Mayor and Richard and Louise 
Harvey, who had staged the 
event -  ñknocked downò some 
fifty lots.  

Over £1600 was raised on the 
night to help fund the Wool Fair 
itself and, as Louise Harvey 
told the Forum what without 

the tremendous support of 
those businesses in and around 
the town and those who  

entered into the spirit  of the 
evening, none of this would 
have been possible.  
     Louise continued, ñWe must 

say a special word of thanks to 
both the donors of the lots and 
those who opened their wallets 
and purses for such a good 
causeò. 

One of the more colourful items 
auctioned on the night was this 
wooden toy fire engine, kindly 

donated by Shipston retailer, 

Bisoux.  

ñSceapò Receives 
VIP Visitor  

The fame of Shipstonôs sheep, 
ñSceapò in spreading. 
     In March, Stratford District 
Councillor Mike Brain visited 

the town to view the sculpture 
and the other elements of the 
Better  Welcome Awards  
project.  
     As the Portfolio Holder for 
Community Services at the  
D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l ð t h e  

department responsible for  
project managing the Award ð

Mike has taken a keen interest 
in the progress and expressed 
delight in seeing the end result.  
     He is pictured with the 

Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce and 
Mayoress Mrs Veronica Murphy  

ñGem in Our Midstò 

The Bishop of Coventry, the Rt. 
R e v .  D r .  C h r i s t o p h e r  
Cocksworth, has given his  
support to saving St. Martinôs 

Church in Barcheston.  
     Known locally as the ñPisa 

of Warwickshireò due to its 
leaning spire, St Martinôs is  
reputed  to  have  been  
established by St Augustine 
and parts of the church fabric 

go back to the 12th Century.  
    The church contains the 16 th  
century tomb of William  
Willington and his wife Anne .  
    One of their children, Mary, 
later married William Sheldon, 

who established  Englandôs first 
tapestry weaving enterprise in 

the Manor House at Barcheston 
in the 16 th  century.     

Marion Cries for 
Shipston  

Shipstonôs Town Crier, Marion 
Ladd, has been in full voice, 
recently, attending events to 
promote the name of Shipston.  

In March, Marion was invited to 
join the annual St Patrickôs Day 
Parade in Birmingham, whilst in 
April, she attended the  

prestigious gathering of Town 
Criers from throughout the UK 
in Alcester.  

Whilst Marion is not the only 

female Town Crier in the  
country, she certainly adds a 
touch of glamour to the  

predominantly mail orientated 
fraternity.  



District & County  News  
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Firstly, I would like to thank the voters of  

Shipston who placed their trust in me at the  
District Council elections on May 6 th .  I promise 
that I will put the needs of ALL the people of  

Shipston above Party politics during my term in 
office.   
     I would also like to take the opportunity to 
thank Bob White for his years of service to the 
Town ï he will be a difficult act to follow, but his 
example is one I hope to learn from.  I know this 
is a difficult time for Bob and our thoughts and 

prayers are with him.  
     It has been a relatively quiet time on the  
District Council because of the elections.   

     In April Richard Cheney proposed a motion 
calling on the Council to oppose the cuts in the 
transport subsidy for post 16 education, similar to 

the one I successfully proposed at the Town 
Council.  However, the Conservative Group  
opposed it so it failed.  
     Both Richard and myself are supporting the 
bid by Shipston Town Management Partnership to 
save Shipston House for community use.  As I 
write this the proposals from Orbit Housing for the 

site have been put to the Council.  We both  
support affordable housing for the families of  
people with close ties to Shipston but we need to 

ensure that the plans provide for the needs of our  
community.  
     As ever, our contact details are published in 
the back of Forum ï if you have any problems, 

concerns or questions ï please get in touch with 
either of us.  

District Councillor Philip Vial  

Richard Cheney  Philip Vial  Chris Saint  

Spring is in the air!  

Now that spring is finally here, Stratford -on-Avon 
District Council would like to remind residents to 
put garden waste in their green wheeled bin to be 

collected  every other week  on the same collection 
day as the blue lidded recycling bin.  
     Green bins are able to be used for grass  

cuttings, prunings, small trees/branches 
(maximum 75mm/3 inch diameter), flowers and 
weeds. Residents are also reminded that food 
waste including raw food, cooked food (including 
bones) can be put in the green wheeled bin 
wrapped in paper or put it in compostable  bags but 

not in plastic bags. The contents of the green 
wheeled bins are taken to an in -vessel compost 
facility in Ufton where it is turned into compost 
that is used  locally.  For further information and 

advice please contact Stratford -on-Avon District 
Council on 01789 260616.   

This is a shorter report than usual as we have 

been somewhat preoccupied with elections over 
the past month.  
     The outcome of the General election is now 

known.  We now await, with interest the work of 
the new National coalition.  Will its presence  
influence local working?  
 

Looking forward  

 
At the time of writing, Warwickshire County  
Council is preparing for the year ahead.   
     By the time you read this, we will have held 
our Annual Meeting and set up our committees 

and our work programme for the year.  

 

Stour Community Forum  

 
The work of the local Community forum hardly 

needs a plug these days.   
     That forum, as distinct from the one you are 
reading, has established itself in a short life as a 
valuable link between local authorities, local  
parishes and the police.  
     Meetings do a tour of the Stour area, so our 
next meeting on Tuesday 8 th  June is in Quinton.  

     However, there will be a wide range of topics 
on the Agenda, so Shipston residents are more 
than welcome to attend as there should be  
matters of interest to us all.  
     The meeting at the Village Hall starts at 6.30 
with a Police surgery.  
 

County Councillor Chris Saint  

New centre for Shipston tots  
 

Work is about to start on a new childrenôs centre 
in the grounds of Shipston Primary School.  
     Building work is planned to start next month 

(June) with the centre expected to open its doors 
to under -5s and their families by December 2010.  
     Badger Valley Childrenôs Centre will provide a 

wide range of services to families living in the 
town of Shipston and surrounding villages,  
including; Newbold, Tredington, Ilmington, Quin-
ton, Brailes and Long Compton.  
     Services offered by the county council centre 
will include, support for parents, information on 
child and family health, and help for parents  

looking for work.  
 

     For more information call Debbie Muitt on 

01926 410410 or email  
debbiemuitt@warwickshire.gov.uk  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  June 2010June 2010ττPage 8Page 8  School  News School  News   

STUDENTS TAKE TO THE 

WAVES!  
News of Shipston High Schoolôs 
success is spreading far and 
wide, so much so that the  
media is now camping at the 
door. Well that might be a 
sl ight exaggerat ion, but  

certainly on 24 th  April the 

schoolôs two head prefects, 
Callum Ashton and Vicky  
B o t t i n g ,  t o ge t h e r  w i t h  
head teacher, Jonathan Baker, 
were invited to take to the  
air -waves by being guests on 

the Stratford Community Radio 
programme óThis Much I knowô 
hosted by Jackie King -Turner. .  

This is a weekly, one and a half 
hour chat show loosely based 
on Radio 4ôs óDesert Island 
Discsô. The programme consists 

of chat interspersed with music 
chosen by the guests.  
     On the day when the rest of 
Stratford was celebrating 
Shakespeareôs birthday, the 
three school chat -show guests 
were put through their paces as 

Jackie asked them about the 
school and the reasons why it 
has become so successful and 
popular with parents. Even 
Vickyôs dad, who thought he 
was there as a ótaxi driverô, was 

asked to give his opinion of the 
school and why he thought 
both his daughters (the other a 
past head girl too) had 
achieved so well at the school.  
     For the three guests the 
hour and a half seemed to slip 

by effortlessly although the 
highlight has to be Callumôs 
dextrous playing, live on air, of 
a complicated, instrumental 
solo on his guitar which he had 
brought along with him  

especially for the occasion.  

Certainly it scored a much 
more enthusiastic response 
from listeners than the music 
chosen by Head teacher,  

Jonathan Baker! Vicky Botting 
was also another radio natural, 
so much so, that at the end of 
the show she was offered a job 

with the Community Radio  
station. Donôt take our word for 
any of this but listen to the 

podcast of the show on  
Stratford Community Radio  
stations website.  
 

LORD - LIEUTENANT OF 

WARWICKSHIRE TO  

PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL 

AWARDS  
Staff and students were  
delighted and greatly honoured 

when the Lord Lieutenant of 
Warwickshire, Mr Martin 
Dunne, accepted an invitation 

to come to the school to  
present  the  prest ig ious 
óShipston Award Schemeô  
certificates and badges to  
students in Years 7 and 8. The 
special ceremony is due to take 
place during the afternoon of 

Tuesday 6 th  July when the  
successful award winners and 

their parents will be able to 
meet the Lord -Lieutenant who 
is the Queenôs official  
representative in Warwickshire.  

     T he  Sh ips to n  Award 
Scheme is loosely based on the 
óDuke of Edinburghôs Award 
Schemeô and in order to 
achieve it at the three levels of 
bronze, silver and soon gold, 
students have to compile a  

r e c o r d  o f  a l l  t h e i r  
achievements.  

     Students have to provide 
evidence of their achievements 
in school, in lessons and in  
extra -curricular activities like 
sport, drama, music and public 

speaking. They also have to 
provide evidence of pursuing a 
hobby or a personal interest. 
Most important of all is the  
section on óService to Othersô. 
To achieve the award students 

have to show they have served 
the school and, even more im-

p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e i r  l o c a l  
community.      

It is this latter requirement that 
caught the eye of the Lord -
Lieutenant and led to him  
accepting the invitation to be 

the special Guest of Honour at 
the schoolôs celebration. 
     Head teacher, Jonathan 
Baker, said, óThis visit is a  

fantastic honour for the school 
especially as we think this is a 
ófirstô for any school in  

Warwickshire. Our óShipston 
Award Schemeô is still taking off 
and this visit will give it just the 
boost it needs. We have been 
impressed with the endeavours 
of our students to achieve what 

is a really challenging award 
but since hearing the identity of 
our very special Guest of  
Honour they have really been 

pulling out all the stops to try 
and meet the awardôs  
requirements. Certainly, the 

ceremony on the 6 th  July is  
going to be a blue - ribbon event 
for the school.ô 
     Parents too have been  
excited by the news and the 
sale of garden party hats and 
white gloves are rumoured to 

have shot up in Shipston!    
 

VISIT BY STOUR VALLEY 

WOMENSô INSTITUTE 
On Tuesday 11 th  May the school 
was delighted to welcome 

members of the Stour Valley 
Women'sô Institute. During the 
course of the afternoon the 
visitors had a tour of the school 
followed by tea and cakes, a 
chance to chat with their Year 
10 hosts and a short musical 

presentation by the school flute 
ensemble ñFlutaciousò and 

singer Connor Clemons. The 
visit was instigated by the  
students who extended the  
invitation following their very 
successful presentation to the 

Women'sô Institute at one of 
their recent monthly meetings.   
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Power to the pupils  
Election fever reached Shipston 
Primary School when Paul 
Chapman from Stratford  

District Council led an assembly 
on the theme of óChoicesô and 
explained the importance of a 
general  election and a  
democratic voting system.  
     The School Council decided 
to vote for the most important 

Bui lding Learning Power  
Capacity from Resilience,  
Resourcefulness, Reflectiveness 
and Reciprocity.  
     The school is committed to 
building young peopleôs  

learning power; not just what 
they are learning, but more 
importantly learning how to 
learn. One of the major  
developments for the school 
has been the introduction of 
Professor Guy Claxtonôs  

pioneering work on helping 
young people become better 
independent learners, which 
suggests that there are four 
learning dispositions.  
     Every child in Key Stage 1 
and Key Stage 2 had the  

opportunity to vote in an  
official ballot box. When the 
votes were counted the Bee 
Party received the most. Party 
leader, Mr. Reciprocity, said ñI 

am delighted that pupils believe 

in learning alone and with  
others.ò  
     The support for the School's 
Election Day showed that  
Building Learning Power gets 
everyone's vote.   
 

Down Under  
Shipston isn't the only place to 
recognise the benefits of  
Building Learning Power; the 

phenomenon has spread as far 

as New Zealand and Australia.  
     Shipston Primary teacher 
Mr. Armstrong was selected to 
visit Adelaide in Australia where 
he was part of a group of 
t e a c h e r s  f r o m  S o u t h  

Warwickshire studying Building 
Learning Power.  
     The project was funded by 
the Department of Children, 
Schools and Families  to  
e n c o u r a g e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
development and help share 

good practice between schools 
on an international scale.  

     Shipston Primary has now 

linked with one of the  
A u s t r a l i a n  s c h o o l s  M r  
Armstrong visited, Bridgewater 

Primary School, and pupils look 
forward to making contact with 
their counterparts down under 
through email and video -
conferencing.   
 

Shipston Primary was so keen 
to support students with their 
Sats revision while the school 
was closed on Polling Day, that 

it podcasted a lesson.   

     Rather than miss a day of 
learning, Year 6 pupils were 
still able to hear the voice of 
teacher Mrs Davies. She  
recorded a 'Mental Maths'  
podcast to help students  

prepare for their Sats tests 
which took place the following 
week.  
     A podcast is an audio 
broadcast that can be listened 
to on a computer via the  

internet or downloaded onto 

iPods and other MP3 players.  
     Christian Hilton, Head 
teacher of Shipston Primary 
School, said: "Pupils put in a lot 
of effort for their Sats over the 
year and the podcast was one 

of a range of resources that we 
provided to help."  
     The Primary School offers 
parents and pupils secure  
access to the Warwickshire 
Learning Portal where teachers 
have devised a wide range of 

resources to support learning 
and also Class PET -  an online 
system for pupils to extend 
their learning in Literacy and 
Numeracy through interactive 
activities. The school also uses 

a range of communication 
channels to keep the school 
community up to date including 
the school website, Twitter and 
text messaging.  
 
The podcast can be heard on 
' S h e e p  R a d i o '  a t 
www.shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk  
      

Clean Sheet Kings  
 

Shipston Primary School  
Football team has been getting 
into winning ways.  
     At a tournament in Moreton
- in -Marsh the squad of Year 5 

and 6 pupils won every match 
against local school teams such 
as Blockley, St. Davidôs and 
Mickleton, with a total of 39 
goals scored in 70 minutes of 
football and no goals conceded,  
     In a repeat of last yearôs 

final, where St. Davidôs beat 
Shipston 1 -0, the score was 
reversed with captain Matt 
West scoring the cup -winning 
goal for Shipston.  
     Shipston Primary has 
reached the finals of the  

Stratford District Cup, having  
qualified by once again keeping 
a clean sheet throughout the 
tournament and winning 5 
games out of 6, with a draw 
against fellow finalists Welford -

on-Avon.   

Inspired by books  
To mark Book Week, pupils 
created displays of their  
favourite books including Owl 

Babies, Canôt You Sleep Little 
Bear?, The Lighthouse Keeperôs 
Lunch, Charl ie and the  
Chocolate Factory, The Secret 
Garden and The Silver Sword. 
Featured below are The  
Gruffalo by Reception and The 

Iron Man by Year 4   

http://www.shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk/
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ñCool Eweò 

Les Boyce  

Shipston - on - Stour  

Booking appointments  
 

Currently Shipston Medical Centre offers approximately 7% more 
appointments each week than the national average and we aim to 
ensure that our patients are able to see the Doctor or Practice 
Nurse when they need to.  To do this we have two different types of 

appointment:  

¶ Urgent appointments ï these appointments do not become 

available until the day, as we know that some patients will have 
new symptoms that require attention fairly promptly.  Our  

receptionists are not clinicians and therefore will ask you to 
make a judgement about whether it is appropriate to use one of 
these appointments  

¶ Routine appointments ï these appointments are available to be 

booked up to three months in advance, for routine matters.  
 
For our appointments system to work well, we need your help.   

¶ When you know you are going to need to see your Doctor or 

Practice Nurse at a particular time, please plan ahead.  We can 
book your appointment for you up to three months in advance.   

¶ Remember that our staff need to have holidays and will also 

have study leave to keep them up to date.  If you can be a little 

flexible about when your appointment can be this helps us.  

¶ If you need to see a Doctor or nurse quickly we will always aim 

to help you with this.  However, please do not tell reception 
something is urgent when it could wait for a few more days.  
The more appointments we have to use for óurgentô cases, 
means we have less routine availability and this can mean the 

waiting time is longer . 

Warwick Hospital celebrates International Day of 

the Midwife  

Warwick Hospital actively took 
p a r t  a n d  c e l e b r a t e d  
International Day of the  
Midwife, which is held annually 

on 5 May.  
     As well as celebrating the 
day, midwives from South  
Warwickshire NHS Foundation 
Trust were fundraising for the 
óFreedom from Fistula  

Foundationô - a UK charity 

funding projects preventing and 
repairing obstetric fistulas.  
     To assist in spreading 
awareness for the fundraising 
campaign, a stand was set up 
in the hospitalôs canteen where 

staff, patients and visitors 
could learn more about the role 
of midwives.  
     Sue Pearson (pictured) 
baked cupcakes for all the War-
wick Hospital midwives working 

on the day, and midwives also 

took part in a staff competition.   

In total, the midwifery team 
raised over £300 for the charity 
from donations and selling pins.   
     In addition, the seven  

babies that were born in  
Warwick Hospitalôs Maternity 
Unit on the day each received a 
unique certificate.   

From left to right:  
Sue Pearson (Labour Ward  
Co-ordinator), Wendy Jones 
(Head of Midwifery), Jane Ives 

(Director of Nursing and  
Operations), Shameem Ramzan 

(Student Midwife) and Anne 
Stachurski (Midwife).  



Whatõs On in & around Shipston  

SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  June 2010June 2010ττPage 11Page 11  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  June 2010June 2010ττPage 12Page 12  ²I!¢Ω{ hb²I!¢Ω{ hb  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  June 2010June 2010ττPage 13Page 13  ²I!¢Ω{ hb²I!¢Ω{ hb  


