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Common Sense Prevailed Stour Flood
Protection

Monday 4th January was a fARed Letter .
Equipment Exhibition

Directors of Shipston Town Management Partnership attended
the meeting of the Stratford District Council Cabinet to hear the
outcome of deliberations concerning the former Area Office in On behalf of the Town Council,

Telegraph Street, which had previously been ear -marked for sale as Shipston Town Management
a residential property by the Counci | RBagnereps argr $288d @ mmi tt ee .

Such had been the scale of the lobbying by the Partnership, the exhibition of flood defence

Town Council, District Councillors, together with individuals and equipment at Shipston High

voluntary groups from within and around Shipston and South School on Saturday 6th

Warwickshire, that the District Council completely changed their February from 10:00 am to

mind and have now given the building on a long lease to the 4:00 pm.

Partnership in order that it will become the much -vaunt ed @ Oné€&he exhibition, which is

Stop Shopdo, so desperately needed f orspensaedt dywnAXAn Homeocal di s
District Councillors HfAqueued upo tlosuramce.a kwilli ninckldgoport of

demonstrations of equipment
that can be used by property
owners to protect themselves
from future flooding risks.

Six thousand leaflets are
being distributed through the
Stratford Herald Midweek to
villages along the length of the

proposal; Clir Gill Roache, Chairman of the Council commented that
in her years as a councillor, she had received more correspondence
on this matter than any other topic previously discussed.

In a press interview on the
following day, Graham
Williamson, Chairman of the
Partnership expressed his

delight at the decision of the
District Council.

He said that the combined
efforts of the Partnership, the
Town Council and the groups
and individuals had shown that
the power of persuasion can
and does work in local
democracy.

River Stour and to all Parish
Councils.

It is hoped that
residents will support the
contributions being made by
the exhibitors

Shipston residents who

"make purchases from the

exhibitors will be able to claim

Gr aham continued, il t i s t he rolé)ade:'?rtOfﬁnSdﬁﬂﬁgr%@ﬁ% Il nter es

Companies, such as Shipston Town Management Partnership, to flood " relief .

work with the local community for the betterment of facilities and Town CounC|_I.

services in areas that they serve. In the case of the Telegraph Full details of the event can

Street office, not only have we succeeded where the District Council bg f_ound on the back page of

failed to read the views of the majority, we are also bringing back this issue of the Forum.. . .

to life the much needed resource for the people of the town and its Entry to the exhibition is

surrounding villageso free of 'chargg and
The next steps are for meetings to discuss the details of the refreshments will be available

operation of the facility to be discussed with the councils and other

potential organisations who have indicated their wish to take Sn owy D ay In
advantage of the office. It is hoped that before too long the boards Shipston
can be removed from the windows and the office be re -opened.
On hearing of the success of the campaign to re -open the office,
John Maples, MP, who had written to the District Council to support

t he Partnershipds pl ans, sent a
everyone who had fought for this outcome.

Local District Councillor, Richard Cheney, who again had been a
major supporter of the proposals from the Partnership, similarly
expressed his delight in the success, as did the Town Council who,
themsel ves, have battled for t he
created in Shipston.

More information will be announced shortly. Photo by Philip Vial
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From the Editor

2010 has got of to a positive
start with many of the plans
laid during last year coming to
the fore.

The Town
Emergency Group responded to
the snow and ice by contacting
everyone on thei
making sure that they were
being cared for and in some
cases, delivering essential
shopping to those who were
house -bound by the weather.

Planning for the Stour Flood
Defence Equipment Exhibition
has been completed and the
event will take place at the
High School on 6th February.

This event will give residents
the chance to view equipment
that can protect their homes
and take advantage of a fund
to assist with the cost of
purchasing such equipment.

And then there is the
former SDC Area Office in
Telegraph Street.

Common sense told us that
this should never have closed
and it is gratifying that the
District Council Cabinet
changed their mind and
accepted the proposal from
Shipston Town Management
Partnership which will allow it
to re -open very soon.

Each of these activities are

positive examples of the
councils and community
working together, a theme
which the Forum has

commented upon and lobbied
for, for some time.
Bob Tolley & Editor

SHIPSTON FORUM is published
monthly by Shipston -on - Stour
Town Council. It is distributed
free -of -charge to all houses &
businesses in Shipston & is
published on the internet at
www.shipstononline.org

Prior to publication, content
pertaining to the Council is
checked for accuracy by an
Editorial Panel. N o
responsibility can be taken for
inaccuracies in  material
submitted for inclusion by
readers and third parties.
Publisher: Shipston -on - Stour
Town Council, Clark House,
West Street, Shipston -on -
Stour. CV36 4EL
Editor:  Bob Tolley,
E-mail:
forum@shipstononline.org

Coun

Council News in
Brief

The effects of the bad weather
were high on the agenda at the
Janpajy Fown Council Meeting.
The Mayor, Clr Alan
Noyce opened the meeting by
¢ pRYng tipylecty  (Clir SSimpn
Welch and other members who
had contacted those at risk in
the town, ensuring that they
were safe and, in some cases,
personally undertaking
shopping and other tasks to
make their life easier.

There was much debate on
the gritting of roads and the
removal of snow. Cllr  Mrs
Jane Pearce was vociferous in
her claims that the town gar-
deners should have been more
active in this . She queried the
work that had been carried out
when their normal duties were
not possible. Many of the
Councillors expressed the
opposite view.

Clir Mrs Jackie Warner
raised the issue of a damage to
the road sign at the junction of
Badgers Crescent and Stratford
Road and together with Clir
Mrs Alison Henderson raised
the subject of the confusion
over the days of refuse
collection, this being echoed by
the Mayor.

It was agreed that grit bins
for the use of residents and
motorists should be purchased
and located in Hay Meadow and
at the junction of Tilemans
Lane and Station Road.

Clir Mrs Fay Ivens and
Clir Mrs Dot Courtney spoke
of the difficulties in travelling
along Badgers Crescent due to
inconsiderate parking by
residents. The issue of parking
in the High Street and on
Church Street. The Shipston
Town Plan had called for a Traf-
fic Survey to be carried out and
it was agreed that the County
Council should be pressed to
undertake this without further

delay.

Clir Philip Vial spoke of
the closure of the
Regi strarés Of f i

the suggestion of which was
vehemently opposed by the

Council, who resolved to
protest this to the registrar
service

Council News and Commelgh

County Councillor Chris
Saint admitted that he had not
been briefed on this matter,
but would take it up with Shire
Hall.

Discussions took place on
the possible location of a
shelter for young people at the
skate park by the leisure centre
and the acquisition of a second
vehicle for use by council
gardeners. Both matters were

deferred for further
consideration.
Clir lan Cooper presented

the findings of the survey on
fairs and events. He advised
that the organisers of the
Italian Market had suggested
returning on Saturday 17th
April. This was again deferred
for further investigation.

fLost

It is not very often that the
Mayor Councillor Alan Noyce, is
lost for words, but at a
presentation evening held at
the Shipston Sports Club in
December, this was very much
the case.

The evening had been
arranged to thank members of
the Club, including the Town
Council, for their support of the
recent renovations including
new windows and improved
electrical distribution.

During his brief
presentation, club chairman,
Pete Betteridge invited Alan to
join him, when, together, they
unveiled a plague to the
memory of his late wife,
Angela, who, over the years
had been a great supporter of
the club.

few

taken a

Having
moments to compose himself,
Alan thanked the club for this

kind n gesgirei psgying n that
Angela had always been a great
supporter of the Club and
would have been highly
honoured to have been
remembered in this way.


http://www.shipstononline.org
mailto:forum@shipstononline.org

Local News and Commeighi

Meetings of Shipston
Town Council 6 2010
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From the Mayor

Meetings of Shipston Town
Council are as follows:

Monday 8th February
Monday 8th March
Monday12th April

Col umnMandpy 10thMay For um, we ar
Monday 14th June
Monday 12th July
Monday 9th August
Monday 13th September
Monday 11th October

De p u t Nondgya8th Hlevember ¢

Monday 13th December

write this monthos

As |
in the middle of the cold spell, said, by some, to be the worst in
thirty years.

What has impressed me so much is the way that everyone has
rallied round to try to help their neighbours and people who, in
some case, they do not know.

Mayor al

From the Council ds perspective, Leader of
Emergency Working Group, Simon Welch, has spent time contacting
individuals who are known to be at risk T the elderly and infirmed T
to check on their situation and in some cases, has provided a much
-needed service by assisting with their shopping. This valuable
activity has, | know, also been undertaken by many residents in
Shipston who have gone out of their way to help others.

To Simon and everyone else who has helped, on behalf of the
Council | would extend a sincere vote of thanks.

Whilst | must declare an interest as a director of Shipston Town

The meetings will take place at
Clark House, West Street,
Shipston -on-Stour commencing
at 7:00 pm

In the event that any
additional items of business of
an urgent nature are required

considered by

Management Partnership, | have not b?o%ﬁbﬂtﬁe'?e%”pﬂnﬁgor?f&tgei”V°|Ve‘
the work that colleagues have done to save the former District second meeting each month
Council Area Office in Telegraph Street. | must, however, thank and which takes place on the
congratulate those directors who have spearheaded the campaign FOURTH MONDAY of the
to save the office and to the countless individuals and local month.
organisations, both in Shipston and the surrounding parishes, who Notices of the second
contributed to the lobbying of the District Council in an attempt to meeting, if called, are placed
overturn their original decision to return the building to residential on the notice board at Clark
use. _ _ o House.
The Town Council has been 100% supportive of this issue and we
understand that the Partnership is now in negotiation with the Shipston Sound
District Council over the terms on which the office will re -open and |
hope it will not be too long before the boards are taken down and It is hoped that some of the
the doors are re -opened._ . Section 106 Funds designated
As reported elsewhere in the Forum, | was genuinely touched by for fairs and events in
the kind action of the Sports Club in installing a plaque to the Shipston may be used to
memory of Angela. Many people will not be aware that had it not purchase a professional public
been for the fact that Angela, in her first mayoral term, had told the address system, for use in
Club that unless they sorted out their finances and management, it Shipston.. '
could have been closed down and lost to Shipston residents for
ever. '
Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone
that we still hold our surgery on the second Saturday of each
month, where residents are most welcome to come and discuss
issues with members of the Town and District Councils.
Al l ot ment Hol der sdo Rent
Allotment holders are being

given three months occupation
of their plots, free of charge.

In order to bring the rental
period into line with the Town
Council Accounting Year, rent
for allotments will not now be
due for payment until 1st April
2010

The annual rent will be
renewable on the same date in
future years..

If the bid for this is successful,
the equipment will be available
to local organisations for use at
major events such as the Wool

Fair, Mid -Summer Festival,
Victorian Evening, etc.

The availability of this
equipment is seen as
benefitting everyone in the
town. It is hoped that the

proposal will be accepted.
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Fairs & Events

Survey

Thank you to everyone who
took the time to return the
Fairs & Events Survey
circulated in December, the
results of which are as follows.

The number of respondents
who had attended events in the
town were:

Victorian Evening 85.4%
Italian Market 72.2%
Wool Fair 70.2%
Last Night of Proms  62.3%

The preferred day for future
events to be staged are:

Bank Holidays 23.4%
Sundays 20.8%
Saturdays 19.0%
Fridays 11.5%
The other weekdays scored

evenly in the survey

The support for possible types
of future events are:

Local Farmers Market 67.5%
Continental Food Fair 65.6%
Christmas Market 60.9%
Food Fair 58.3%
Christmas Gift Fair 55.0%
Summer Carnival/Fete 55.0%
Mid - Summer Fair 51.7%
Spring Craft Fair 47.0%
Autumn Craft Fair 42.4%

In  answering the question,
fiWould your visit to events in
the town centre be more likely
to persuade you to patronise

|l ocal shops, if
78.8% of respondents said that
they woul d, whi
voted was made

who habitually use the local

shops on a regular basis, in any

case

There were many
interesting comments offered in
the replies, the most notable of
which are:

I To restrict the number of
events to five or six each
year, ensuring that they
take place annually so as to
be identified for the future.

I Events held in the town
would expose retailers to
new customers who might
then return at other times

The results of the survey were

considered by the Town

Council .

| st

In response to an article in the October edition of the Forum, The
Environment Agency has investigated the concerns raised and have
responded as follows:

iThe watercourse that runs into
does show signs of increased algal growth. The watercourse
receives the drainage water from agricultural land, inevitably it will
pick up nutrients from the soil which, combined with its extremely
low flows and overgrown nature, both of which aid algal growth (by
allowing water temperature to increase and nutrients to concentrate
in the silt). The oily film that you can see sometimes is actually a
by product of the breakdown of plant material in the water rather
than oil.

The good news is that this watercourse will have a very limited
impact on the river itself, as its low volume will be massively diluted
by the volume of the Stour. It appears that there is no obvious
difference in the algae and vegetation up and downstream of the
ditch.

The Environment Agency does a lot of work with farmers to
reduce diffuse nitrate pollution of our watercourses.

By scouring the river bed and damaging habitats along the river
banks, floods can have a serious impact on river eco systems, and
the recovery rate from a flooding event is dependant on the nature
of the river. The bed of the Stour at this point looks to be healthy
and undamaged with a variety of substrates and depths and the
banks are well vegetated. There were certainly plenty of fish
actively feeding when | was down there in early October but it may
be that it will take a little while longer before you see the pre 2007
quantities of wildlife.

I hope this goes some way to alleviating your concerns but if
you would like any further information please do not hesitate to
contact the Environment Agency on 08706 506 506 or by email at
enquiries@environment -agency.gov.uk and if you see a pollution
problem please report it to our freephone incident hotline on 0800

807060 O

Snow Clearance d

¢ h QIS responsipie? Who is liable?

0 as 29]04, the House
of Lords considaereean %esmatter
o¥ sn6w ' €1€drante on
pavements and the potential
for those property owners
being sued should someone be
injured on account of the
slippery conditions that this
might generate.

The government concluded
t hat Aficlearing
pavements outside your home
could make you liable to legal

As Iong

Oldham, summarised the
situation by
householder is

The Government Minister,
s at othe time, r Lereh Davies of

action if somebody slips on ice,
but if house holders leave the
snow, the local authority is
i abl eo

It was added that claims
against
far bet weeno,
Lordships agreed that the law
on this matter is confusing and
that it should be reviewed.

responsible,
providing they do not touch the

pavement, which is owned by
the local authority. The
moment they address the issue

individual switha rae Vigif dow inprpying
h o wdhingsy which ymay read to

deterioration, it may be that
the action makes them
cul pabl e. o

Local News and Informatiolg

the ri

saying


mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Shipston Fares Well
from Grants for
Events & Festivals

: =y‘_
®%¢3 Stratford District Council ~officially
sy performing well

A new Government inspection regime, Comprehensive Area
Assessment (CAA) officially announced in December, that Stratford -
on-Avon District Council is a Council which performs well.
Inspectors were on site in July where they interviewed staff,
Councillors, partners and looked through lots of documentary
evidence.
The report states that the O6quality of
District Council is good, satisfaction levels with the Council are good

Of the twelve grants made by and residents |ike the Distgoesonttosays a pl ac
Stratford District Council to 6 St r a-ori-AvordDistrict Council is credited for increasingly using
local organisations applying for its services to tackle inequality and issues that are important for
help with funds for festivals and local people. It is helping more people to recycle their waste (with
events, a quarter were recycling levels amongst the best in the country), get help with
allocated to Shipston. their rent and Council Tax and get housing they can afford. There is
In addition to a grant for help for small businesses and tourism is starting to pick up after
the Rotary Victorian Evening, several years of declining visitor number:
held in December, (pictured Council Tax and spending is low with investment in priority
above) other recipients are the areas. The report recognises that the District Council is good at
organisers of a Local Producers making savings and this needs to continue, and that it works with
Fair, planned for May 2010 and partners to improve value for money.
a Mid-Summer Festival which Paul Lankester, Chief Executive of Stratford -on-Avon District
will take place in July. Council, sai d: fi l am pl eased wi th
The underlying theme of all assessment, but we will not be complacent and we will continue to
events across the District who learn and strive for further improvements.
have received support is food iThis Council is proud to offer the
and drink, with grants being Warwickshire and we will continue to watch the public purse whilst
provided for beer, ale and food continuing to invest in priority areas. As with any inspection regime
festivals in Southam, Harbury, it highlights strengths and areas for improvements from which we
Studley and Ettington. wi || l earn. o
On announcing the awards, As for the Area Assessment, crime levels are falling in
Councillor Mike Brain, Warwickshire, roads are safer, improved exam results, these are
Community Services Portfolio some of the many positive comments made in the first ever
Holder on the District Council Comprehensive Area Assessment for Warwickshire.
s ai d| amf delighted that Despite being hit hard by the recession, councils in Warwickshire
through the small amount of have pulled together information and advice that will help people.
funding available, we have Partners working across Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull have
been able to support a wide secured funds of over £22 million to help businesses and training
range of events across the for people becoming redundant.
district. However, the report says that partners in Warwickshire need to
Promoting economic vitality work better together to make sure people are as healthy as they
in the District by funding can be. But it acknowledges that people in Warwickshire are
projects supporting economic generally healthy and live longer than in many other areas.
growth and recovery is crucial Partners are also increasing the work they do to encourage
if;_ the current economic everyone to exercise more, eat well and healthily.
climate.

Local businesses shape the
character of our community
and the more support local

Councils can provide now, the .f;f'j Helping You to Stay Warm

better the prospects for
businesses will be in the Between November 1st and 8th January there have been three

future. o periods of one week where the temperature has been at zero
Applicants had to degrees or_below._ . .
demonstrate that their event or Each time this happens, those on pensions or other income
festival would support the local support are entitled to a Cold Weather Payment of £25.00 per
economy and specifically week, this being in addition to the annual Winter Fuel Allowance.
involve businesses from the If you are not receiving these payments, you should contact the
local area National Helpline of the Pension Service on 08456 060 265
’ between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm from Monday to Friday
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LandShare
RN

for land, food and people

Growing Your Own

Local News and Informatiolg

For those of us with green fingers the new growing season is nearly upon us once again but for many
residents in Shipston the desire to grow their own vegetables is hampered by the lack of a suitable

space or land.

The council allotment waiting list grows ever longer with no sign in the foreseeable future of more
land being acquired to use for allotments and in any case the council is unlikely to ever be able to offer

an allotment to everyone who wants one so what other solutions could be found?
start

ltdés time to

thinking

more <creatively

and f

ways to facilitate local food production for the benefit of the health and wellbeing of residents as well as

the 1| ocal
intended!)

and wi

der

environment

t hat

6growing your

For those of you with an allotment or two(!) would you consider relinquishing one, or offering to
share a part of your growing space with someone on the waiting list?

Perhaps
completely i
vegetables.

you

ar e

finding your al

ot ment
someone may be willing to help you out in exchange for an area to use for their own

more diffi

Allotments are not the only place to grow vegetables though. Local businesses with outside space,
housing associations and residential homes with land surrounding their properties might all consider
whether some of this space could be offered for use by local residents to grow food on. Farmers or land-
owners in the area may consider offering land for use by the local community to grow vegetables or
even formally offer land for sale to the council for allotments.

To this end Transition Shipston would like to make more local people aware of the Landshare
website promoted by Channel 4 and the River Cottage programme fronted by Hugh Fernley
Whittingstall. Landshare was set up to put people who want to grow vegetables in touch with those who

have | and or

space

available for

growing on. It os

use or offering land to grow on. Interested parties then respond to you through the website.

Anot her

possibility

i § TransitiorGShipstoa mvoul® hika toegéuge interest from

residents about setting up a scheme whereby people with gardens that are not utilised fully, struggle to
manage their garden or who maybe have no interest in gardening may allow keen growers to use some

space in return for

a share of

the produce, or

anyone interested please make your views known.
Anyone interested in participating in any of these initiatives should contact Rebecca Stewart Harris

(Tel: 07770 948124

SHIPSTON w@L S FAIR

With the dawning of the new
year, preparations for the May
31 Wool Fair are being
stepped up a gear, with many
hands to the pump!

As last year, a major
hi ghlight wi ||
aread in Market

dozen or so sheep and lambs
will be on show in pens, and
sheared at intervals by expert
shearers during the day.

be
Pl

0 E-mail: becssh@googlemail.com)

There will also be a couple

help with garden

maintenance. For

Local shops may also wish

of heavywei ght Gaclend &ny finé wowllen items
sheepd. Vi sit or s theywhavé in stock fr exhibit
invited to join in a competition here.

t o 6guess t he g hinevitablyf, the h ecession
|l argest sheepbo, hds baen pbiting z iato  fgrants
the winner. available from public bodies, so

A group of enterprising local
ladies are preparing a truly
splendjd
MargUe&shoving BI18h8 Phases
& 6ol prodilted, Rith fany
fine exhibits.

As you wil see in an
advertisement on page 20 of
this issue, local people are
being asked to lend wool items
to be displayed here; perhaps
something special that you
have knitted for yourself, a
piece of tapestry using wool, a
cushion 71 the possibilities are
endless, and will help us show
6what wool
applications.

6 Wo o |

doesb

the Wool Fair organisers are
hoping to raise some funding
tRrough spensosship
Any contribution 7
smal | or even
donations for raffle prizes,

manpower, equipment) T will

be gratefully received, and all

sponsors will be duly
accredited, both on the
www.shipstonwoolfair.org
website and on notice boards.

Please contact Alison
Henderson on 01608 661911 if
you feel you can lend a hand to
rihis a importantt snd m popujar
town event.

however

Shi

owno

cul t

ki

P

br

(]

straight fc


http://www.shipstonwoolfair.org
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District & County News

| think it is very good news that the District Council Cabinet have agreed to lease

their building in Telegraph St. to the Shipston Town Management Partnership, this
will enable the development of a Community One Stop Shop. | have supported this

project ever since the same District Council Cabinet confirmed their decision to
close their Area Office. Local people will now have the opportunity to create a
service for the community. | do have to say though, that it is a pity the County and

District Councils could not have seen fit to dev
ago.
| am di smayed to | earn that the County Council are to cl

Shipston , at the end of March. This is yet another service being removed from Shipston and the
surrounding area. | have written and objected to this decision, which will mean that people from this
part of South Warwickshire will have to travel to Stratford to register the births and deaths of their
loved ones.

Many of you wil!/l have noticed that the |lights at the swi mr
have been chasing this matter for some time now since the students from the High School raised the
i ssue at the |l ast Community Forum meeting in the Autumn. A

the other evening | counted 10! | will keep in touch with the staff at the District Council but it does
seem that they have quite a difficult technical problem to solve.

There is a retrospective planning application for the signs on the outside of the Pizza Bar at
Bondgate House, West Street. If you wish to view or comment about these signs the application can be
seen on the District Council web site or at the office of the Town Council, Clark House, West Street. The
application numbers are 09/02323/LBC and 09/02322/ADV. Comments must be made by 11 " February
for the LBC and 4 ™. February for the ADV.

Finally, may | remind you of the Community Forum meeting that will be taking place on Thursday
25", February at 6.00 pm., in the Community Lounge, at Shipston High School. Of importance to many
of us will be the attendance of representatives from the Environment Agency who will present their
report into the flooding of the River Stour in Shipston.

There will be other issues relating to our local community discussed, including policing issues, as the

local Safer Neighbourhood Police Team also attend these meeting S
Richard Cheney

Has winter passed?
o Memories of the snow may well be far behind us when you read this.
Famous last words, some may say!
'{ a - The normal road treatment schedules are often adequate for frosty weather but
A not for deep snow. Not everybody was happy but | was able to get some special
g’ treatment around sensitive spots, like the Primary School. Teams were out all
-~ hours, treating the roads several times a day gritting at a much higher rate than
/ normal. Between the 5 ™ and 11 ™ January, our salt supplies reduced from over 70
days supply down to 11, which is dangerously low. During that time, the
Government took over national coordination of supplies.
Good job that Warwickshire had stocked up sensibly beforehand!

Planning for housing and jobs.
It is many weeks since we received the inspectorés report on
housing numbers for the whole of the West Midlands Region. Thankfully, that appears to have said that
the proposed Ecotown at Long Marston is not sustainable, something we have all been saying for ages.
However, the effects on us here in Shipston are still not certain as the inspector has raised the
housing targets in Stratford -on-Avon District to 7,500 new homes by the year 2026. More than we
offered, but considerably less than we feared! What is not clear is where the jobs will be and if we still
have got to travel miles to work? Sadly, the Minister responsible appears to have delayed dealing with
it! At the same time, the Government office is cynically trying to get Local Councils to plan for a much
higher numbers and develop even more quarry sites for building materials.
More importantly, | shall continue to seek employment opportunities in our local area and shall be
looking to convert brown field sites in the first instance.
Community Development Fund 2009/10
Many local groups have applied for grants from the County Council and | have been happy to
endorse each one of them. Just to remind you, the community development fund enables local
organisations and community groups to apply for grants of up to £10,000 to spend over the next twelve
months for one - off projects that will provide lasting benefits to their community.
Final decisions on your bids from you will be known after this report is written, but perhaps before it
is published. It has been a long process! Hopefully, the successful applications (with commiserations for

those who will be disappointed) will now be notified promptly. Chris Saint
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School News

SHIPSTON HIGH SCHOOL ;
A Specialist Technology College Bt
coLLLGes

SHIPSTON STUDENTS
PETITION TO HAVE A SIXTH

FORM

A vyear ago, when Year 8
students at the High School

were asked for
about how to improve the
school they responded

unanimously they wanted the
school to have its own sixth
form. Such was the strength of
their feeling for the idea that a
small group of students on
their own initiative and in their
own time put together a
detailed proposal outlining all
the potential benefits of the
idea and then asked to present
their proposal to the Governing
Body of the school. They were
supported along the way by
Brian Lighthill, from the
University of Warwick who
instigated t he

project as part of his research
Philosophy

for a Doctor of

Pictured: ABi g
Kate Higginson, Alex Chance,
Kim Haynes and Luke French

One year later and the students
are now well into Year 9.
Meanwhile their proposal has
come on a long way. They took
the proposal to Head teacher,
Jonathan Baker, who was so
impressed by the intelligence of
their ideas and the depth of
their arguments that he
immediately asked the
Governors to
proposals themselves. The
Governors were similarly struck
by the arguments behind the
proposals and the enterprise
shown by the students, so
much so that they have set up
a working party to look at the
feasibility of the idea and have
set up a meeting with one of
the Chief Officers of
Warwickshire County Council.

| deabod

hear

Meanwhile, the students,
who have been invited to be
part of the meeting, are
organising a student question-
paire, again in their own time,
bo"test theit &opo‘saé) 6n%other
students in the school. So far
indications have suggested that
they are likely to receive 100%
support! Head teacher
Jonat han Baker
initiative and determination of
these young students has really
impressed everyone they have
come into
early to say whether their
proposal will succeed but they
have certainly taken the
concept of student enterprise to
new, di zzy

HIGH SCHOOL WINS PRAISE
ITS . STUDENT

_FOR
lisance WP UBPORT

The High School has just
received some glowing praise
for its student guidance and
support. It is one of only two
high schools in the whole of
Warwickshire, the other being
St Benedict's Catholic High
School in Alcester, that made
sure every Year 11 leaver went
on to either further education,
employment or training.
student s

THE SHIPSTON SPIRIT
OVERCOMES THE BIG
FREEZE!

At the High School they have a
name for when anyone shows
exceptional fortitude or for
when someone voluntarily goes
the extra mile to help others;
itds call ed
Spiritéd.
to describe the special efforts
of students but during the big
January Freeze it was the staff
dt thé& schddi b RuflySearned
the accolade. When the school
was forced to close because of
the impassibility of the access
road to the school as well as
the school drive, staff
responded to a call to arms by
arriving at the school, mostly
on foot having abandoned their
cars some distance away,
bristling with spades, brooms
and shovels.

contact
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They bravely set to work in sub
-arctic temperatures and with
the help of a JCB digger from
Warwickshire County Council
managed to dig their way to
the entrance of the school. As a
result of their efforts the school

managed to open the next
school day and (at the time of
writing) has remained open
aincd. As ofelparent remarked,
6The Dunkirk

well at Shipston High School.

SCHOOL VISIT TO WORLD
WAR | BATTLEFIELDS

During 10 "™ i 12" February the
school Humanities Department
will be taking a party of 47
students to visit World War |

Battlefields in France and
Belgium. With the help and
support of the Shipston on
Stour branch of the Royal
British Legion the school has
been researching the names of
the local fallen and plans to lay

52 crosses which the students
have designed and made
themselves, in memory of the

Warwickshire and Worcester-
shire fallen, including one at
the grave of Shipston soldier
Tom Fisher who was awarded
the Military medal. The visit will

include stops at Tyne Cot

s howi n¢eemetgns iy Jpresp Jhiegval
Usually

te@meteng pnmthej Sommes ang
Brandhoek cemetery near
Poperinge. The school would be
very interested to hear if any
Forum reader has a relative
buried in any of these
cemeteries, or close by, so that
personalised crosses can be
laid in their memory. Similarly,
the school has been afforded
the honour of laying a wreath
at the Menin Gate during the
Last Post memorial ceremony
and would be pleased to affix
names of any missing soldiers
to the wreath.

Spirité



SHIPSTON FORUWNrebruary 2016 Page 9
Shipston On Stour Primary School E

It's snow joke!

Clearing the way to Shipston -
on-Stour Primary School was as

easy as JCB when local
volunteers pulled together
during the arctic weather.

Parents, staff and members
of the local community gave up
their time to join a Ground
Force style effort to dig paths
and clear play areas of snow.
And local firm W.E. Sutton and
Sons provided a JCB to plough
through the heavier snow and
clear the school drive and car
park.

The team effort attracted
the attention of the local media
including Touch FM who
featured the community clear
up on their news bulletins.

Head teacher Christian
Hilton said: "We fully
appreciate the impact that
school closures have on
children, their parents and local
employers and we were
determined to do everything
possible to reopen after having
to close for three consecutive
days. Thanks to everyone's
hard work we opened our doors
again on the Monday and we
are grateful to the community
for their support.”

The school has been using a
range of communication
channels to keep the school
community up to date during
the severe weather. The school
website, Twitter and Groupcall
text messaging system have all
proved popular with parents
b

..... and a JCB at Work

Children learn a lesson
about the past

Children in the

Victorian
classroom
Children learnt lessons about

Christmas past from a stern
Victorian  schoolmaster, and
also found out what life was
like in the kitchen of a wealthy

household more than a
hundred years ago.
It was all part of a

Christmas -themed educational
experience organised for Year 4
pupil s at St
Museum in Warwick. Pupils got
into their costumes - pinafores
for the girls and sailor collars
for the boys T to participate in
'drill' and discovered what it
was like to be at school in
Victorian times.

Participating in the Drill

Children learnt lessons about
Christmas past from a stern
Victorian schoolmaster, and
also found out what life was
like in the kitchen of a wealthy

household more than a
hundred years ago.
It was all part of a

Christmas -themed educational
experience organised for Year 4
pupil s at St
Museum in Warwick. Pupils got
into their costumes - pinafores
for the girls and sailor collars
for the boys 1 to participate in
'drill' and discovered what it
was like to be at school in
Victorian times.

Pupils wrote on slates,
prepared for a school inspector
and even had to pay their
school master to teach them.

Jo hﬂis?iﬁguishgdo Ldusesqs— at the

School News

Once the class was
dismissed, children went
behind the scenes in an affluent
Victorian household and helped
the cook to make plum
pudding. The youngsters were
involved in a range of tasks
from pumping the water, to
measuring ingredients and
stirring the pudding mixture.

Pupils also made Victorian
Christmas cards and
decorations to cheer up

Scrooge before gathering round
the Christmas tree in the
museum to sing Christmas car-
ols.

The activity was organised
by t he County
Heritage Education programme
which uses the collections of
Warwickshire Museum Service
and the County Record Office

3 o h'R Brigg histarg 1g e,

Head teacher Christian
Hilton said: "As well as being
taken through the elements of
a typical day in 1888, pupils
really considered the difference
between schools then and now
It was an excellent trip which
brought together the strands of

learning that took place in
school during the autumn
term.”

Celebrating the Tudor Age

Children have also been
stepping back in time to the
Elizabethan era.

To mark the completion of
Year 56s topic on

medieval banquet was held in
school

Medieval Banquet

Pupils dressed in elaborate
Elizabethan costumes to
receive the royal party and
distinguished guests.

Children prepared their own
fayre which was served at the
feast and entertainment was
provided by court dancers,
musicians and jesters.

Counc

Tudo
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Forthcoming changes to reordering repeat medications

Following feedback from patients we are planning to make changes
to our processes for ordering repeat medications in the spring. The
new processes will make it easier for patients to request repeat
prescriptions and we will have a team member solely dedicated to
dealing with these requests. The new system will also link in with
recalling patients for clinical reviews.

Watch this space for further information!!

Chlamydia Screening

I n Il ine wi t h NHS War wi ckshi
program we are encouraging patients aged 16 to 25 who have been
sexually active to have a Chlamydia test.

What is Chlamydia?

Chlamydia is the most commonly diagnosed sexually transmitted
infection in the UK. It's most common in men and women under 25

years old. Chlamydia is known as the 'silent' infection because most
people who have it show no symptoms. Without a test you probably
won't know that anything is wrong. Without treatment Chlamydia

can spread to other parts of the body and cause pain, especially in
the abdomen. It  may lead to infertility.

Chlamydia
Trachomatis, which is found in the semen of men and vaginal fluids
of women who have the infection. Chlamydia is easily passed from
one person to another through unprotected sex (sex without a
condom).

What are the symptoms?

Seventy -five per cent of women and 50% of men with Chlamydia
have no symptoms. People who develop symptoms may notice the
following:

Women may notice:

unusual vaginal discharge,

bleeding between periods and after sexual intercourse,

heavier periods (including women who are using hormonal

contraception),

pain (and/or bleeding) during sex or when passing urine, or

lower abdominal (pelvic) pain.
Men may notice:

a white/cloudy or watery discharge from the penis,

burning and itching in the genital area,

pain when passing urine, or painful swelling of the testicles.

For both men and women:

If the infection is in the rectum, there are rarely symptoms, but

it can sometimes cause discomfort and discharge.

Infection in the eyes can cause pain, swelling, irritation and

discharge.
Infection in the throat isnoé6t
symptoms.
Why is it important to get tested?

It's important to get tested for Chlamydia because most people
have no symptoms, so you probably won't know if you or your
partner(s) have it unless you have a test, Chlamydia is the most
commonly diagnosed STI in the UK, untreated it can have serious
long -term health effects, and may lead to infertility (being unable to
have children).

If you're sexually active and under 25 years old, you should be
tested for Chlamydia once a year, and when you change your sex-
ual partner. Chlamydia is easy to
antibiotics. You don't need to be examined by a doctor. Testing kits
can be picked up at reception.

Further information visit www.respectyourself.info/ or
hwww.nhs.uk/Livewell/focusonchlamydia/Pages/Chlamydia.aspx

reds

is caused by a bacterium called Chlamydia

THE MEDICAL CENTRE

commo

test for, and easy to treat with
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Shipston Library

Opening Hours

website:
www warwickshire.gov.uk/libranes

Shipston Library offers a wide range of
books including adult fiction and non-
fiction, local studies, maps, large print
and children’s books; hire of @lking
books and children’s DVDs; free use of
computers for library members;
photocopier and fax facilibes,

Regular events:

‘Rhyme Time" for children under 2
years, alternate Tuesdays from 13th
January at 10.45 am. £1.00 per child -
this replaces Bounce & Rhyme
"Wiggle & Jiggle™ for 2-5 year olds: 1st
Thursday of the month at 1030
am £1.00 per child from Thursday
Sth February 2009 - new day & time
For further details contact library staff.

Book Sharing Day
The popular Bookstart Book
Crawl scheme is available for
free to all children under five in

Warwickshire and awards
stickers to children each time
they borrow books from the

library. After collecting four
stickers, children receive one of

Monday: 9:30-1:00;
2:00-5:00
Tuesday: 9:30-1:00;
2:00-7:00
Thursday: 9:30-1:00;
2:00-7:00
Friday: 9:30-1:00
Saturday: 9:30-12.30
Telephone: 01608 661255
Fax; 01608 664309
E a it of i x Chl amydi a
shipstonlibrary @warwickshire.gov.uk

t est
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And as an added incentive
to get started in 2010, parents
will get the chance to win
special Bookstart bear prizes
for their children.

All they need to do is fill out
a slip to say why their child or
baby loves books and they will
be entered in a free draw.

Children taking part in Book
Crawl need to be a member of
the library and membership is
free. Visit your local library for
information.

us-t


http://www.respectyourself.info/
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/focusonchlamydia/Pages/Chlamydia.aspx
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g& Stour Valley Lions @

Lions Book Sales—January 2010

Friday 12th February  9:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday 13th February 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Friday 26th February  9:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday 27th February 9:00 am—2:00 pm

Stour Valley Lions Book

Sales are held at the Coach
House, Church  Street,
Shipston-on-Stour (opposite
the Library).
For further information please
e-mall pinnegards@tiscalico.uk
——— O CONtact any member of the
e —— Liors

Books can be accepted, but only by contacting David Squires
first by e-mail on: pinnegards@tiscali.co.UK

WE REGRET WE CAN'T ACCEPT BOOKS AT THE COACH HOUSE.

The “WOLDS" GREATEST JAZZMEN

Featuring
Alan Bateman (trumpet) lan Bateman (trombone)
Frankie Abrahms (clarinet/sax) Len Thwaites (string bass)
Nick Millward (drums) and Phil Probert (quitar/banjo)
All top class musicians - should be a great night !

Friday 120 March 2010
ROD MASON AND HIS HOT FIVE
A very weicome return visit from this superb band - back for their
annual tour of the UK from Germany. Acclaimed to be one of the
most sought after bands in Europe, definitely not to be missed.
Friday 9 April 2010 -  date for your disry. Band to be confirmed
All concerts commence at 8pm (doors openipm)

Admission £10. Includes Buffet Supper

For Booking/Information Phone 01608 652705
Mobile 07747625454

Alzreimers Dementia
‘ Society Cofés

Warwickshee Branch

Dementia Resource Café
An Information and Support Service

Shipmates, a Carers' Group for people with dementia, will,
in the new year, become a Dementia Resource Café held
at Stour Court, Old Road, Shipston on Stour from

2 pm-3.30 pm on the following Fridays in 2010:

8th January, Sth February, 5th March, 9th April, 7th May,
4th June (further dates to be arranged).

Wendy Harkness, the Information Officer from the
Warwickshire Branch of the Alzheimer's Society, aided by
Barbara Smith, Information Volunteer, and her team, will be
providing this useful service for people with dementia and
their carers. For further details please call Wendy on 01926
888899 or Barbara on 01608 662433.
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SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
invite you to a

COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES DAY
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 20th 2010
10.00 am-3-00 pm
LOWER FARM BARN GT WOLFORD

Come and talk to holistic therapists to explore the
benefits of
Aromatherapy
Massage, Nutrition, Meditation,
Indian Head Massage, and Reflexology

Enjoy a tranquil experience to improve your
wellbeing!

£20 to include coffee and biscuits
PLUS 3 x 15 minute sessions
with 3 therapists of your choice
Light Lunch ( soup and bread) £2 available

PLEASE CALL REBECCA ON 01608 674 929
TO BOOK YOUR PLACE
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STOUR VALLEY LIONS FILM
"CREATION"

English naturalist Chardes Darwin struggles fo find a balance between his

revolutionary thoones on ovolution and tho relstionship with hes religious
wile, whose faith contradicts his work

: Certificate
EATIO PG 13
CREATION__
- -,*- ‘- ™ Paul Bettany

Jennifer Connelly
Jeremy Northam
Toby Jones
Jim Carter
Teresa Churcher
Martha West
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SHIPSTON HIGH SCHOOL
Friday 5th February 2010 at 7:00 pm

Advance Tickets £3.50 (£4.00 on door) from:
R. Clarke Electrical, 27 High Street, Shipston
Lion Judith Jackson. Tel: 01608-661148

orbit 4

Ver

oth february
townsend hall

www shipstorntownsendhall. com

7.30 pm

prizes

light supper included

bar available

teams of four

£20 per table

advance booking essantial
closing date 318!t january

contact richard 01608 661511
or jenny 01608 662197

Help us to raise funds to refurbish your hall

quiz quiz quiz quiz

SHIPSTON LINK
The Link bus runs a shopping trip from Shipston to
Morrison's in Stratford on first Monday of every
month (NB not Bank Holidays).
Next ones are 1st February and 1st March.
Invariably there are two or three spare seats.

Being an unscheduled journey bus passes cannot be
used but the total cost is only £2.50.

The bus leaves Stour Court at 1.30 via Telegraph
Street returning from Morrison's at 3.30.

Shopping trolleys can be brought and the driver helps
with loading and unloading.

Anybody wishing to use this popular service should
contact Mrs Peggy Pearson on 661631 to book a
place
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO A BUDDY”
HOW?

If vou cannot help us physically why not become a 'BUDDY" by

ppoting us by donating a sum of at least £3 annually, vou will in return

ecetve regular Newsletters keeping vou up to date with our activities und
events.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM
BELOW AND RETURN TO:

Fay Ivens

“Buddy Co-ordinator™
76 Donnington Road
Shipston on Stour
V36 4BG

| would like to support Shipston in Bloom by becoming a Buddy.
[ enclose my subscription of £5 which is due ammually every January.

NAME

ADDRESS

[TEL. NUMBER
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