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WHY? 

Shipston-in-Bloom Flower  

Display Destroyed 

Sensory Garden Statue  

Decapitated 

Football Club Dug-out Wall 

Partly Demolished 

Bowls Club Fence  

Dessimated 

As reported in the Stratford Herald 

on 8th July, there appears to have 

been a degree of animosity between 

the organisers of the Shipston 

Proms and a small number of local 

traders, particularly with regard to 

the closure of the High Street and 

Market Place for the Last Night of 

the Proms Concert. This sadly  

deflected from the fact that, once 

again, the organisers had arranged a 

superb two week programme to 

cater for all musical tastes.. 

Shipston Proms - 

     A Great Success for the Majority 

     At the July meeting of the Town Council, the Mayor, Cllr Simon Welch 

sought to unravel the issues which had caused difficulties relating to the  

staging of the Last Night of The Proms and, in particular whether the roads 

should have been closed at 2:30 pm or 3:30 pm. He spoke of the  

situation where official notices advising road closures appear to have been 

systematically removed during the week leading up to the event, albeit in the 

absence of evidence, no responsibility for this could be laid at any particular 

individual or group. 

     It was evident from the facts stated by the Mayor regarding the way that 

he had been spoken to, that those responsible for setting up the event could 

have been more diplomatic in their dealings with everyone in the town. 

     With regard to the actual events surrounding the Last Night, Acting  

Sergeant Chris Cuthbertson, of Warwickshire Police informed the Council 

that the level of problems caused by attendees at the event was no worse than 

in previous years. He noted that less alcohol had been seized by the police, 

that just four banning orders had been issued and that there had been just two 

arrests for public disturbance. 

     The police had initiated ñOperation Kirkhillò to control the event which 

spanned the twelve hours from 2:00 pm on Saturday afternoon, until 2:00 am 

on Sunday morning, during which time police officers, community police 

support officers and special constables had been in place to control the  

situation and the safety and security of the estimated 1200 attendees at the 

concert.  

     A/Sgt Cuthbertson acknowledged that the security staff had  

performed better than in previous years but that he believed that there is still 

room for improvement in planning and liaison with the organisers, traders, 

the town council and licensees in the town. 

     For the Organising Committee, it chairman, Tim Porter felt that it was a 

pity that the adverse publicity had denigrated the hard work put in by his 

members to ensure the success of the two week event, saying that this was 

ñappallingò, whilst former mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce suggested that ñall  

common senseò with regard to the relationship between the organisers and 

the few town traders who complained about the event appeared to have 

ñflown out of the window.ò 

     A number of councillors expressed their feelings that it was unfortunate 

that this situation was allowed to cloud the very successful proms events . 



From the Editor 
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As you will read in this issue of the 

Forum, it has been a lively and busy 

month, as everyone seems to filling 

the programme of activities with 

events, before the summer holidays 

begin. 

     As one event takes place, so the 

organisers almost immediately start 

to look at the planning for the next, 

even though it may be up to a year 

ahead. The Rotarians are already 

planning for their Victorian  

Evening, the Wool Fair organising 

committee have already had their 

first meeting, Transition Shipston 

will have had their end-of-event 

ñwash upò meeting by the time that 

this issue of the Forum is published 

and are already thinking about 

2011, and so it goes on. 

     So much goes into the planning 

for these events and as ever, it is the 

ñvaliant fewò who seem to be left to 

undertake the bulk of the work. 

     From personal experience, I can 

tell you that it is a lot of fun being 

involved in putting on events and I 

know that I speak for all those  

involved in staging these activities, 

when I issue a plea for more help 

and assistance, no matter how small 

or large your contribution might be. 

Council News in Brief 

At the July meeting of the Town Council, the following issues were raised 

and discussed by councillors. 

     Cllr Mrs Dot Courtney reported on her attendance at the walk organised 

by the Girl Guides Association to mark their centenary (see Page 5 for full 

story) 

     Cllr Karl Peacock asked that thanks be recorded to former councillor  

Richard Taylor and the organising committee for the highly successful two-

week Shipston Proms event. This was endorsed by the Deputy Mayor, Cllr 

Paul Rathkey, Cllr Mrs Fay Ivens and other members of the Council. 

     Cllr Mrs Jane Pearce brought to the attention of the Council a number of 

issues of overgrown hedges, particularly those in Greenway Court, at the top 

of Telegraph Street and that opposite Willets Peace, all of which are causing 

difficulties to pedestrians. It was agreed that these issues would be  

investigated and remedied by the town gardeners. 

     Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner spoke of ñmissing street namesò, particularly at 

the junction of Watery Lane and Station Road. The Mayor commented on a  

similar issue at the junction of Furze Hill Road. Mrs Warner also questioned 

why, after road works are completed, the warning signs are not removed 

from Shipston. The Town Clerk was instructed to liaise with Warwickshire 

Highways Department on these issues. 

     Cllr Ian Cooper reported on the state of the resurfacing work carried out 

in Sheep Street, where, some months after the work had been completed, the 

road surface continues to leech tarmacadam and the gritting is still loose, 

causing this to be picked up by car tyres and on peopleôs shoes. Again the 

Town Clerk was asked to speak with the Highways Department. 

     Cllr Mrs Fay Ivens reported on the success in arranging for the ñfoot 

printsò leading to safe road crossings to the Primary School. Later in the 

meeting, County Councillor Chris Saint confirmed that the Country  

Council have agreed to use funding from the Village Estate Section 106 

Agreement to fund this activity.  

    Mrs Ivens also informed her colleagues that she had attended the Stratford 

District Tourism Development Partnership ñTourism Expoò where the Town 

Council had mounted a display which attracted considerable interest from 

visitors (See Page 4 for story). 

     In conclusion, the Mayor spoke of the removal of the bench from  

Telegraph Street Car Park, requested by the police on the grounds that it was 

acting as a congregation place for young people in the evenings. Cllr Welch 

reported that the police continue to monitor activities in the car park. 

     Later in the meeting, Cllr Welch submitted the report of the General  

Purposes Committee and focused on the matter of the old and, in some case, 

damaged litter bins in the town. He said that a survey of the state of the bins 

show that eight have been identified as requiring immediate replacement, 

with a further two being in need of further attention in the near future. Due to 

the somewhat specialist nature of the bins, they cost between Ã200 and Ã250 

each to replace, this giving a likely expenditure of between two and three 

thousand pounds. The budget in the 2010/2011 precept for replacement bins 

is just Ã500.00 and it was therefore agreed that the General Purposes and 

Finance Working Groups would liaise to ascertain the best way forward of 

meeting this need. 

     Combining his reports as a Town and District Councillor, Cllr Philip Vial 

referred to the ñState of the District Debateò held in Stratford on 2nd July (see 

story on page 5) and said that the issues raised are to be passed to the  

Community Forums for further consideration. The next Shipston and Stour 

Community Forum takes place on 9th September at Shipston High School. 

     Cllr Vial also reported on complaints received about the colour of the 

signage at the car wash on the former Robinson Goss site, but was advised 

that this has now been changed and informed the Council that a summary 

judgement on the issue regarding the land for the Scout Hut, as covered  

under the Village Estate Section 106 Agreement, is expected on 24th August. 

     Finally he asked that thanks to Transition Shipston for their excellent Mid

-Summer festival, staged on 4th July be recorded. 

Midsummer  

Festival through 

the Lens of  

Philip Vial 



From the Mayor 

Cllr Simon Welch 
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Continuing with the theme of schools in Shipston, in early July I was  

delighted to open the Eco Workshop at the High School.  

     Recently the School was awarded the highest award for the work of their 

Eco Club.  The Green Flag now flutters proudly above the main entrance. At 

the Eco Workshop, a group of pupils, led by Mrs Ahmed, hosted a day of 

demonstrations and workshops for groups of Year 5 children from local 

primary schools, with representatives from Transition Shipston also in  

attendance. I am sure that the young children had an enjoyable and  

informative day. 

     It is sad to see elsewhere in this edition of the Forum,  

photographic evidence of the range of vandalism that sporadically scars our 

Town ï yet more flower beds destroyed, flower tubs and planters up-ended, 

statues in the Sensory Garden beheaded, a bench ripped from its mooring, a 

fence vandalised and the wood tossed onto the bowling green éthe list goes 

on.  

     Much of this seems to occur late in the long summer evenings. 

     Even if only a part of this is caused by children and youths, its begs the 

question ï what do their parents think their offspring are up to at this time 

night ?  

     Do they know ? Do they care ? 

     On a brighter note I would like to thank our 3 town gardeners for the 

hard work they have put in during the exceptionally dry spell of June and 

early July, keeping the hanging baskets, tubs, planters and flower beds  

watered.  The results have been a splendid floral display in the town, a fact 

commented on by a group of representatives from the tourism sector during 

a recent visit to Shipston. 

     Finally I would like to congratulate and thank the organisers of the  

Shipston Proms for the excellent and entertaining range of  

musical events they put on recently. Congratulations and thanks also to all 

the performers.  

     It is a shame that the event was slightly marred by happenings that  

occurred before and during the setting up of the last night.  

    It was agreed at the last Council meeting, following advice from the  

Police, that in order to avoid any repeat of this years problems, a meeting 

would be held in the next few months to discuss the setting up, stewarding 

and policing of next years event.   

     Parties invited to attend this meeting would include ï Proms Organising 

Committee, the full Town Council, the Police, all town traders (70+), the 

public, and the landlords of the Shipston public houses.  

Council Al Fresco 

     For the first time in July, District 

and Town Councillor Philip Vial 

carried out part of the monthly  

surgery in the Town Square itself, 

leaving the Mayor and Cllr Alan 

Noyce to ñhold the fortò at Clark 

House. 

     Cllr Vial told the Forum editor 

who happened past the councillor 

and his bill board, ñI'm sorry if I 

got in the way of any innocent 

shoppers - but thanks to the many 

residents that came over to talk to 

me - certainly more than I usually 

see in Clark House! I intend to do 

this regularly while the weather's 

good - but if you need to speak to 

me privately we can move into 

Clark House.ò 

     As always, the Council Surgery 

takes place on the second Saturday 

of each month from 10:00 am to 

12:00 noon. 

At the July meeting of the Town 

Council I had the pleasure of  

presenting the Anne Sankey Award 

to Ali Dibbens for her work in the 

community with the youth of  

Shipston. Ali has played a major 

role in both DASH and the  

Outhouse Project, as well as 

providing valuable counselling 

advice to the pupils of the High 

School and Primary School. 

Work to Commence on 

Cemetery Chapel 

Whilst not unique, the chapel at 

Shipston Cemetery is an important 

historic structure, in that it is one of 

only a handful of such buildings in 

Great Britain, where there are, in 

effect, two chapels contained under 

a single roof. 

     The chapel is in need of urgent 

restoration and following the  

decision by the previous Town 

Council to allocate funding for this 

purpose and consultation with  

specialist conservation architects, it 

has now been agreed that the  

project can proceed.. 
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Sheep Stamp Scheme 

 

Visitors to the Wool Fair were  

invited to enter a competition where 

they collected stamps on an entry 

form in the programme, from  

fourteen businesses in the town. 

     The joint winners of the compe-

tition were Eileen and Tony  

Mitchell of London Road. The joint 

runners-up were Joshua and Ursula 

Levett and Graham Cooper from 

Derby, who was visiting non-other 

than his son, Cllr Ian Cooper to see 

the Wool fair for himself. 

     Eileen, Tony, Joshua and Ursula 

visited Taste of the Country to  

collect their prizes, which were 

examples of the innovative Ginger 

Bread figures created especially for 

the Wool Fair. They are seen here 

with Jim Cherry 

Council Objects to  

Stratford Road  

Development 

At an additional planning meeting, 

called to meet the deadline for  

receipt of comments by the District 

Council, Shipston Town Council 

decided to object to the application 

to build fifteen houses on a site on 

the edge of the town. 

The planning application, submitted 

by Mr Malcolm Bryan, had stirred 

substantial controversy amongst 

residents of River Way, who  

believe that the development will 

cause difficulties in terms of  

additional traffic, those caused by 

the fact that the proposed  

development will be at a higher 

level than the current properties and 

the proposed footpath will impinge 

upon the privacy of houses that 

already exists. 

     The Town Council debated these 

and other issues at some length, 

with comments in support or 

against the proposed development 

being spread fairly evenly. 

    At the voting stage, it was agreed 

that the Town Council would object 

to the application on the grounds 

that the proposed site forms part of 

the ñGreen Beltò around Shipston 

and is currently agricultural land. 

The Council also referred to the  

moratorium imposed by the District 

Council in respect of the building of 

ñopen marketò housing. 

     Following the meeting, Mr  

Bryan was disappointed by the  

decision of the Town Council,  

particularly since in producing the 

design for the small development, a 

sympathetic approach to the local 

area, with a quality, mixed design 

scheme having been incorporated. 

     The application will not go  

forward to the District Planning  

Committee, who will consider the 

Town Councilôs objection with all 

other submissions pertaining to the 

application 

Shipston Adopts Eco  

Approach to Energy 

Following the decision to sign up 

for the ñ1000 Tonne CO2  

Challengeò by the Town Council, 

Bernard Perkins of Leamington Spa 

was invited to address the July 

meeting of the Council to outline 

ways that a pro-active approach to 

energy conservation might be  

addressed. 

     Mr Perkins, who heads a Low 

Carbon Consultancy called Encraft, 

already supports a number of local 

authorities in the West Midlands 

and explained the importance of 

adopting a policy of energy saving, 

both by the Council and the  

community as a whole, suggesting 

that an ñEnergy Planò should be 

developed which would not only 

contribute to overcoming the  

broader issues of climate change 

and energy security, but also would 

lead to cost saving and job creation 

in the fast growing sector. 

     The proposed study would  

concentrate on the three principal 

issues of energy conservation,  

efficiency of use of fuels and  

energy and the opportunities  

offered by renewable methods of 

delivering electricity. 

     Once the initial survey is  

complete, Mr Perkins stressed that 

its implementation would need to 

be undertaken on a partnership  

basis with the Council and commu-

nity partners. 

     In proposing that this matter be 

reviewed by the General Purposes 

Working Group of the Council, Cllr 

Philip Vial also suggested that, as a 

first step, a trained Local Energy 

Champion might consider the  

energy efficiency of Clark House to 

determine to what extent the  

Council has succeeded in its  

activities to use energy more  

efficiently. 

Cllr Vialôs proposals were agreed 

by the Council. 

Shipston-on-Stouré.. 

Anglo Saxon ñSheep Washò Town 

Shipston recently played host to a 

group of international tour  

operators who came to take a first-

hand look at what the town can 

offer visitorsðincluding Sheldonôs 

Wine Vaults 

     They went away duly impressed. 
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     The room at Stratford Town 

Hall could barely accommodate the 

number of local residents who  

attended the event. The stage was 

set so that speakers could not  

refer to their slides and the  

electronic voting system  

designed to give the audience the 

opportunity to have their say did 

not work. 

     The two Strategic Directors of 

the Council gave informative and 

interesting presentations on the 

subjects of housing and the state of 

economy, which focused on the 

changes being made by national 

government and their impact of the 

decision making process at the  

community level.  

    The presentation on transport, 

given by an officer of the County 

Council, was so overloaded with 

statistics that it failed to make any 

specific points. 

     When the debate was thrown 

open to the public, the  

concentration was very much  

centred on the town of Stratford 

rather than the District, an issue 

which was raised by Shipston 

Town Councillor Ian Cooper who 

questioned the extent to which  

considerations of the rural areas 

within the District would be taken 

into consideration in terms of  

planning for the future. 

     In his summary of the event, 

Council Leader Cllr Stephen Gray 

said: ñThe event demonstrated that 

the Council is genuinely committed 

to listening to the views of  

residents and providing  

opportunities such as this to engage 

fully with our community.ò 

     Issued raised at the debate will 

be further discussed as local  

Community Forums 

State of the District 

Sadly, the much-heralded ñState of 

the Districtò debate, organised by 

Stratford District Council did not 

go to plan. 

Lord Lieutenant Honours 

Shipston High Scholl 

The Lord Lieutenant of  

Warwickshire, Mr Martin Dunne 

accepted an invitation from  

Shipston High School to present a 

new óShipston Awardô to over 30 

students in Year 7.  

    The special ceremony took  

place on the afternoon of Tuesday 

6th July when the award winners 

received their certificates and 

badges from the Lord Lieutenant. 

Afterwards, over some light  

refreshments, the successful  

students and their parents were able 

to meet the Lord-Lieutenant who is 

the Queenôs official representative 

in Warwickshire. 

     The Shipston Award Scheme is 

loosely based on the óDuke of  

Edinburghôs Award Schemeô and 

in order to achieve it students have 

to compile a record of their  

personal achievements throughout 

the year. Students have to provide 

evidence of their achievements in 

school, in lessons and in extra-

curricular.  

     Most important of all is the  

section on óService to Othersô. To 

achieve the award students have to 

show they have served the school 

and, even more importantly, their 

local community. It is this latter 

requirement that caught the eye of 

the Lord-Lieutenant and led to him 

accepting the invitation to be the 

special Guest of Honour at the 

schoolôs celebration.  

    Next year the school has even 

more ambitious plans to roll the 

award out at ósilverô level to  

students in Year 8 and at ógoldô 

level to students in Year 9. 

Pictured with the Lord Lieutenant and 

Head Teacher, Jonathan Baker are 

Award Winners Stephen Neath, Robyn 

Pullen, Josh Hurwood and Charlie 

Gallagher 

Kineton Division Centenary 

Walk 

On Saturday 26th June, the hottest 

day of the year so far, about 100 

members of Girlguiding Kineton 

Division (Shipston District, 

Wellesbourne District and Kineton 

District) took part in the  

Warwickshire Girlguiding county 

walk organised as part of  

Girlguiding UKôs Centenary  

Celebrations, which began last  

September. 

    The event saw hundreds of girls 

and their leaders covering different 

stretches of the Shakespeare Way 

which runs from the Globe Theatre 

to Stratford upon Avon. The walk 

in fact began at Crystal Palace to 

remember the day when girls gate 

crashed the Scout Rally organised 

by Robert Baden Powell and asked 

Baden Powell to do ñSomething for 

the Girls.ò   

     Sections of the 100 mile path 

were split among the Warwickshire 

Guiding Divisions with 13 different 

groups covering all parts of the 

path. 

     Kineton Divisionôs section  

began at Long Compton and ended 

at the County camp site in  

Shipston, where the walkers were 

met by Councillors Dot Courtney 

and Jane Pearce who presented the 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

with medals and a special badge for 

all those who took part.   

The Councillors also presented the 

Division with a special certificate 

to thank Guiders for all the  

voluntary work they do with the 

girls.   

     The day ended with a barbecue 

and ice cream and plenty of drinks.  

It was certainly a day to remember.  

Cllr Mrs Dot Courtney with the senior  

Guiding Leaders who organised the Kineton 

Division Centenary Walk  
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DVD launched to help  

children coming into  

hospital 
 

The Macgregor Childrenôs Ward at 

Warwick Hospital recently  

commissioned a new film that will 

help prepare children for  

hospitalisation. 

     The  Ward staff wanted to  

provide supporting materials to help 

children who are often anxious 

about coming into hospital.  

    The viewer is able to observe the 

inpatient journey through the eyes 

of the child and parent, from  

admission to the ward, going to 

theatre and finally discharge home.  

    The DVD aims to demystify the 

hospital experience and to help  

alleviate any worries both child and  

parent may have.  

    Features of the film include a 

tour around the ward and the Day 

Surgery Unit. 

     The film will now be used daily 

by individual children undergoing 

operations and in the weekly pre 

admission club which is held on the 

ward. The footage can also be  

accessed through our internet site 

www.swft.nhs.uk.  

     It will support the work of  

hospital staff and help provide an  

improved patient and family  

experience 

     Sister Chris McGuire said: óôIt is 

fantastic that we now have this film 

to help us talk through any issues 

the children may have about  

coming into hospital.  The feedback 

has been really positive and we will 

continue to use this valuable toolôô. 

     Pictured below are (left to right) 

the ñStarsò of the film, Sister Chris 

McGuire with the stars from the 

video, Poppy, Kate and Scarlett 

McGourlay.  

Stratford District Council is dealing 

with more claims for council tax 

benefit and housing benefit, due to 

the economic climate and remains 

committed to paying the right 

amount to claimants at the right 

time. 

     However, the number of  

incomplete claims is impacting 

upon the Councilôs ability to  

process applications faster.  

     Currently, more than 50% of all 

new claims received are  

incomplete. This means that the 

Council has to spend more time 

chasing information which is  

causing delays in telling  

applicants how much benefit they 

are due to receive. In a bid to  

improve the speed at which claims 

are processed the District Council 

is asking all claimants to provide 

all the information needed for a 

claim and this will be processed 

within 2 days. 

     The District Councilôs  

benefits team continually  

performs well to help deal with the 

demand but if all the correct  

documentation is provided this will 

help them process claims much 

quicker which is better for  

everyone concerned. 

     Cllr Valarie Hobbs,  

Revenues and Housing Portfolio 

says: ñThe District Councilôs  

benefits team does a sterling job in 

dealing with benefit claims as  

demand for the service increases. 

However, in order to process 

claims quickly we are asking  

residents to provide as much  

information as possible and then 

weôll guarantee a 48-hour  

turnaround.  

     Stratford District Council is  

committed to continually  

improving in service by helping 

people receive the benefits they are 

entitled to as quickly as possible. It 

is vital that residents get all the 

help they need. Be assured that this 

Council is doing everything we can 

together with our partners such as 

the Citizenôs Advice Bureau to help 

residents during this difficult time.ò  

Help us to help 

you 
Advice from Warwickshire Coun-

ty Council Trading Standards  

Service 

Summer is a particularly busy time 

for rogue traders and Trading 

Standards, together with the Police 

have been cracking down on them 

with special intelligence led  

operations.  

     Whether it's tarmacing your 

drive, gardening or building work, 

rogue traders use all types of tricks 

and intimidation to get  

householders to pay high prices for 

poor workmanship or in some cases 

no work at all. Here are some of 

their tricks that you should avoid: 

¶ Pretending to be from the local 

council, offering to tarmac 

your driveway using materials 

they falsely claim are "left 

over". 

¶ Claiming they are working on a 

neighbour's property in order to 

give you a false sense of 

"trustworthiness". 

¶ Making up problems which 

don't exist in hard to reach 

places e.g. the roof 

¶ Using false names and  

addresses and untraceable  

mobile phone numbers. 

¶ Starting work straightaway to 

prevent you from changing 

your mind and not giving  

cancellation rights which they 

are obliged to by law. 

To avoid becoming a rogue trader 

victim, never agree to working  

being done by the first person who 

comes to your home and donôt be 

rushed into making a decision on 

the doorstep.  

     If you need working doing, seek 

recommendations from trustworthy 

local traders. 

To report a suspected rogue trader, 

contact Consumer Direct on  

08454 04 05 06.  

http://www.swft.nhs.uk/


District & County  News  
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Richard Cheney  Philip Vial  Chris Saint  

Clearly the most important issue we have been involved 

with this month is Stephen Gray's (the Leader of  

Stratford District Council) decision to refer the  

Council's support for the proposed One Stop Shop at 

Telegraph Street back to Cabinet. This means that the 

proposal may not go ahead, resulting in residents of 

Shipston and surrounding villages not being able to 

access the services that Shipston Town Management 

Partnership wanted to develop in the building. I asked 

Cllr. Gray at Full Council which voluntary/community 

organisations he had talked to before making this  

decision - and in his written answer he did not identify 

any. Richard and I will continue to argue that the 

scheme should go ahead. 

     We have received many complaints about the 

amount of time it takes SDC to answer the 'phone. In a 

written answer to a Lib Dem councillor the Cabinet 

member released the information that 40% of calls to 

the council were abandoned during April to June, and if 

you were lucky enough to be answered you waited, on  

average, 4 minutes! To be honest, I think this makes a 

mockery of the Council's original decision to close the 

Telegraph Street office. Not only can you not now pop 

into Telegraph Street to talk to the Council, but you 

may not be able to get hold of anyone if you ring them. 

Please let us know of your experience, good or bad. 

     Richard asked a question about the Section 106 

money for Tileman's Lane (which is planned to go  

towards building a new scout hut) - and he has been 

promised that the legal process is moving forward. We 

hope to be able to give more news at the end of August. 

     The District Council has approved plans for 45 new 

affordable homes on Tilemans Lane Because of  

objections to development of Shipston House itself, part 

of the decision will need to be looked at by the  

Government, but it is expected that the building will go 

ahead, bringing much needed new homes (both for rent 

and shared ownership) to Shipston. 

     Thanks must go to Cllr. Mike Brain and those at 

SDC who helped get Transition Shipston the grant that  

supported Transition Shipston's Midsummer Festival.   

     I would like to congratulate all of those (organisers, 

stall holders and entertainers) who made the day such a 

success. 

     Finally, as you will know by now, the Conservative 

Group on the County Council has proposed increasing 

various charges for care for older people, and has 

launched a consultation on the future of council-run 

care homes. Our colleague on the County Council, Cllr. 

Kate Rolfe, is keen to hear the views of Shipston  

residents - so please get in touch and let us know your 

views. Our contact details are printed in Forum  

LGA conference 

I went to Bournemouth for part of the first week in July 

to attend the Annual Conference of the Local  

Government Association (LGA). 

    The LGA is the national voice of all district, county, 

metropolitan and unitary councils where we can meet, 

talk and exchange ideas to improve services. It is one of 

those events where political leaders from all major  

parties meet together. The Secretary of State for  

Communities, Eric Pickles was there. 

     We learned from the budget statement that there will 

be a Bill before Parliament to transfer regional powers to 

Counties and Partnerships of Councils. This is expected 

in September. Eric Pickles promised another Bill in  

December to promote the Localism agenda. I suspect 

that I shall be writing more about it over the months to 

come. 

     We need some new housing, but need to establish just 

where.  What is clear is that: 

¶ National and Regional Housing targets are history. 

¶ The government requirement to cram buildings into 

building plots has gone. 

¶ Local Councils will no longer be obliged to grant 

planning permission to housing on back gardens. 

I am pressing for a review of the local planning rule 

book, so that we are neither restricted by out of date  

regulations, not denied the opportunity to make local 

choices. 

Trading Standards 

One of the County Councilôs statutory services is called 

Trading Standards. whose service is about fairness to the 

customer but now over a wider range of activity. It has 

become part of the consumer protection framework 

     A lot of the traders we all deal with are fair and  

honest, but Warwickshire Trading Standards Service is  

raising awareness of rogue traders, who sadly target the 

most vulnerable members of our communities. We are 

advertising these though our website: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/doorstep  The local library 

can help you if you are unable to access computer  

services at home. 

Shipston Town Centre 

I do spend time promoting the need to keep Shipston 

businesses viable and have just helped approve some 

new funding for the benefit of the Town Centre. 

     I was saddened to hear of arguments between certain 

traders and the Shipston Proms organisers. In my view, 

events do attract customers to our shops and we should 

support and encourage those who give their time for the 

benefit of all. The Proms are one of a range of assets that 

we should support and encourage  

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/doorstep
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Welcome to the Editorial Team 

This monthôs authors of the  

Shipston High School page are 

Year 8 students Darcy ï Louise 

Cranmer, Tarni Parker and  

Elizabeth Faulkner. All three  

students chose an activity called 

óHold the front pageô as part of 

their schools Enrichment Days. The 

following page is the result of their 

efforts. 

Enrichment Fun! 
On 15th and 16th July 2010 Shipston 

High School held two ñEnrichment 

Daysò where the students do  

different activities for both days.      

Due to the different activities, the 

students get to dress in casual wear. 

This year we were offered quite a 

few activities which were at school 

and at outside venues, such as Wii 

Sports Resort Day, Ice Skating, 

Perfect Piggyôs, Golf, Fishing and 

so many more. Miss Davies and 

Miss Kovacs and all teachers either 

put on these activities or they 

helped out with them. On the  

Friday there were more activities 

such as a coach trip to Drayton 

Manor, Euro Chef and many more. 

Darcy-Louise Cranmer 

ñTo be or not to be that is the 

question?ò  
Mr Brian Lighthill is óto beô no 

longer at Shipston High School. 

After working there for four years 

he has left to write a dissertation 

and a book about his experiences. 

Brian Lighthill has been a volunteer 

teacher at Shipston High School. 

He has worked with the drama de-

partment and the English depart-

ment. He has been teaching  

Personal Social and Health  

education through the use of  

William Shakespeareôs plays. He 

has been using the stories of the 

plays to teach students about  

relationships, handling conflicts, 

personal issues and many other 

topics.  

He also wanted to promote William 

Shakespeare to students to prove 

that he was still relevant today and 

not just a 400 year old writer.  

Mr Lighthill started his career as a 

Chartered Accountant but moved 

into working in the theatre, and has 

been in the theatre business for 

many years. He travelled to many 

places including Aberdeen but then 

went to work in television. He  

directed a number of successful 

television programmes including 

Charles Dickensô, óThe Pickwick 

Papersô. He won a BAFTA for  

directing a programme called, 

óCoping with Grownupsô. From 

there he moved onto radio and was 

nominated for a Sony award.  Then 

he left television and radio and 

went to Warwick University where 

he completed his Bachelor degree 

and Masters degree in English. He 

is currently working on his PhD. 

    Sad to leave, Mr Brian Lighthill 

is finding it hard to say goodbye. 

He commented, ñI found the  

teachers, students and other staff 

lovely and I had a good timeò. He 

also said, ñIt was the best school, a 

fantastic experience and a privilege 

to work with Shipston High  

School ò.  

Darcy-Louise Cranmer 

 

Music hits the High Notes  
The Music Department has been 

very busy these last few weeks as 

students from the school have taken 

part in many musical events such 

as the High School Proms Concert 

and the Midsummer Fair in the 

town square. In July students  

contributed a whole eveningôs 

worth of entertainment in front of a 

packed audience.  

The proms concert happens once a 

year as part of the Shipston Proms. 

Students from the school performed 

a variety of music; some sang and 

some played their instruments to 

entertain their awaiting audience. 

This year the concert was set out in 

the style of a cabaret. This worked 

extremely well and was a pleasant 

change to the normal regimental 

rows of chairs that are usually set 

out. A particular highlight of the 

evening was the Year 11  

contribution as this was their last 

concert as part of the school  
     Also in July the school hosted a 

primary school musical workshop 

called óPercussion from around the 

Worldô. Nine students from the 

school helped to make the day run 

smoothly by joining in the  

workshops. 

    Sadly the schoolós woodwind 

teacher, Mathew Hinchcliffe, has 

left to pursue his career in acting 

having secured a role in the West 

End musical ñChessò. He will be 

greatly missed by all his students.  

Elizabeth Faulkner 
 

A wave of primary school pu-

pils take over Shipston High 
Shortly before the end of term, 

Shipston High School was taken 

over by a wave of primary school 

pupils on several days. The pupils 

came to the school to experience a 

Year 5 Eco day, a Year 3 music 

workshop and a day of being 

healthy workshops provided by 

students in Year 9. 

     The Year 5 pupils attended the 

Eco day on the 5th July. They  

participated in a series of work-

shops that were both enjoyable and 

educational. For example, every 

pupil made a bird box. The day 

helped the pupils develop more 

awareness of helping the  

environment and encouraged them 

to make their own schools more of 

an Eco friendly School.  

     On 14th July, the Reception  

classes from Shipston and  

Ilmington Primary schools came to 

the High School to watch the Year 9 

Students perform several plays. 

     With help and support from the 

teachers and staff the day went 

smoothly and the Reception classes 

had an exciting and entertaining 

time.  

Tarni Parker 
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Pupils, staff and the wider  

community have been celebrating 

the result of Shipston Primary 

School's recent Ofsted inspection.  

     Shipston-on-Stour Primary has 

been awarded 'Outstanding', the 

highest possible grade, by  

government inspectors placing it in 

the top 6% of primary schools in 

the country.   

     Headteacher Christian Hilton 

said: "I would like to congratulate 

and thank the whole school  

community, including staff, pupils, 

parents, governors and the town for 

their support. Shipston is a truly 

unique town with a strong  

community that we should be proud 

of. Ofsted has recognised the  

contribution that our local  

community makes and the future 

looks very promising for the town 

with Shipston High School being 

graded good with many outstanding 

features earlier in the year." 

     The latest Ofsted report declares: 

"This is an outstanding school. The 

headteacher's dynamic and  

inspirational leadership has resulted 

in a team of staff, pupils, governors 

and parents who are focused highly 

effectively on improving the quality 

of provision in order to raise pupils' 

academic and personal  

achievement." 

     The glowing verdict of 

'outstanding overall effectiveness' is 

even more exceptional given the 

introduction of a tougher Ofsted 

inspection framework last  

September, which makes it harder 

for schools to reach the top grade. 

     The report says:  

    "Pupils enjoy school immensely. 

The breadth and richness of the 

curriculum and the care, guidance 

and support pupils receive are  

outstanding.  

     As a result of these and  

consistently good teaching, pupils' 

outcomes are excellent." 

     Inspectors noted the superb start 

that pupils make in Reception and 

commended teaching staff on their 

rich and highly relevant curriculum, 

the impact of óBuilding Learning 

Powerô and impressive use of ICT 

for teaching and learning. They also 

praised the way in which the school 

stretches higher ability pupils  

combined with its strong support 

for pupils with special educational 

needs and disabilities to ensure 

their full involvement in lessons 

and good progress.  

     A questionnaire sent out to  

parents and carers of the schoolôs 

337 pupils revealed overwhelming 

support for the school, its staff and 

the quality of provision for  

children.  

     The report reflects a dramatic 

turnaround at the school. Five years 

ago Shipston Primary was placed in 

a category of concern and given 

'notice to improve' by inspectors.  

An improvement drive soon  

followed and the school was judged 

by Ofsted as 'satisfactory' in 2007. 

However, significant progress and 

the appointment of Headteacher 

Christian Hilton in January 2009 

have seen the school leap up two 

grades to 'outstanding', with the 

majority of the same staff from 

2005. 

     In her letter to pupils, Lead  

Ofsted Inspector Georgina Beasley 

wrote: "The school is a very  

different place to three years ago 

because the Headteacher and all of 

the staff have worked hard to make 

it an excellent place to learn." 

     She also paid tribute to the  

children, adding: "We were  

impressed with your behaviour and 

good manners. You are all excellent 

ambassadors for the school." 

     Christian Hilton said: "We have 

an exceptional school, and it is  

tremendous for all of us to have that 

recognised by Ofsted. We will  

continue to move forward with new  

developments and initiatives and 

endeavour to make this school even 

better." 

     Chair of Governors Stephen 

Gray said: "I am delighted to see 

the school get the recognition that it 

deserves. There is a saying that 

enthusiasm is infectious and the 

inspectors recognised the  

enthusiasm of the Headteacher 

which has spread to staff and pupils  

who are reaching their full  

potential. I am particularly pleased 

and proud to see that not only are 

our pupils enjoying school but they 

are making exceptional progress 

from their individual starting 

points." 

Open Evening  

Find out more about our  

outstanding primary school at our 

Open Evening on Wednesday 29 

September from 6.30pm-8.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome from  

prospective parents to members of 

the community who would simply 

like to see the school in action.  

 

Fond farewell  
 

Pupils, staff and the local  

community have paid tribute to one 

of Shipston's best known teachers, 

Mrs Chris Ryszkowska, who is 

retiring after more than two  

decades of service.  

     At a special farewell party  

organised by the school, messages 

of goodwill poured in from as far as 

Australia and Las Vegas.  

     Former Headteacher Anna  

Griffith who now lives in  

Queensland said:  "Chris has 

touched the hearts of many and 

influenced lives. Patient and caring, 

Chris always ensured that each 

child in her charge reached their 

full potential, both educationally 

and socially. Her bright, colourful  

classroom was a hive of learning, 

with happy, contented children  

going about their business in an 

organised manner." 

     Headteacher Christian Hilton 

said: "Mrs Ryszkowska continues 

to be an inspiration and has made 

an incredible contribution to the 

school and the town.  She has been 

totally committed to our school 

every day and  we are just delighted 

that Mrs Ryszkowska will continue 

to be a part of the school  

community as a voluntary helper."  
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Shipston Library 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

Monday: 9:30 ï 1:00 

  2:00 ï 5:00 

Tuesday  9:30 ï 1:00 

  2:00 ï 7:00 

Wednesday Closed 

Thursday 9:30 ï 1:00 

  2:00 ï 7:00 

Friday  9:30 ï 1:00 

Saturday 9:30 ï 12:30 
 

Telephone: 01608 661255 

Fax:  01608 664309 

E-mail:  

shipstonlibrary 

@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Web: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Library Services 
 

Shipston Library offers a wide 

range of books including adult  

fiction and non-fiction, local  

studies, maps, large print books and 

childrenôs books, hire of talking 

books and  childrenôs DVDôs. 

     Library members can take  

advantage of 30 minutes free  

computer time, whilst photocopying 

and use of the fax  

facility are available at a  

nominal charge. 

 

Regular Events 
 

ñRhyme Timeò, for children under 

the age of two, takes place on alter-

nate Tuesdays at 10:45 am. This 

event is free of charge. 

ñWiggle and Jiggleò, for children 

from two to five, takes place on the 

first Thursday of each month at 

10:30 am and costs Ã1.00 per child. 
 

For further information, please  

contact the library staff. 

BBQ season is well and truly upon us, bringing with it the dangers of 

undercooked food.   
 

Top Tips for BBQ cooking: 

¶ Wait until the charcoal is glowing red, with a powdery grey surface, 

before you start to cook.  

¶ Make sure frozen food is properly thawed before you cook it.  

¶ Turn the food regularly, and move it around the barbecue, to cook it 

evenly.  

¶ Check that the centre of the food is steaming hot.  

¶ Don't assume that if meat is charred on the outside that it will be cooked 

properly on the inside. 

See the Food Standards Agency website http://www.eatwell.gov.uk/

keepingfoodsafe/partiesandevents/barbecues/ for further BBQ information. 
 

What happens if it all goes wrong and I do get food poisoning? 

You make experience diarrhoea and vomiting.  Nearly all cases will resolve 

in 5 days or less, without the aid of medicine.  It is important to: 

¶ Make sure you drink enough.  Diarrhoea and vomiting can cause  

dehydration so put liquid back in.  Fruit juice, lucozade or flat cola are 

good as they will help give you some energy 

¶ As soon as you feel able, eat bland foods such as plain boiled rice, dry 

toast or crackers, adding in bananas and vegetables the following day.  

Avoid spicy or fatty foods, alcohol and coffee for at least 48 hours after 

symptoms have disappeared. 

¶ Be scrupulous about hygiene to avoid passing on any infection to others.  

Disinfect the bathroom after use, including under the toilet seat; use a 

separate towel and avoid food preparation. 

¶ Ensure you are fully well before returning to work, to avoid passing  

infection on.  Those working in food preparation industry or providing 

care to others should by symptom free for 48 hours before returning to 

work. 
 

Contact your Doctor if: 

¶ You are loosing too much fluid ï signs include dry tongue, drowsiness 

and less urine than normal. 

¶ If you also have a high temperature 

¶ If the bug goes on for longer than a week for adults, 2 days for children 

or 8 hours for babies under 3 months. 

¶ There is any blood in your diarrhoea, or the diarrhoea is red in colour. 

A new interactive scheme which provides online support so older and  

disabled people can improve their lives around the home has been launched 

in Warwickshire. 

     Warwickshire Accessible Housing has set up a social networking website 

to bring customers together and provide access to its housing adaptations 

scheme. This  means residents can communicate online to occupational  

therapists and to people  who have made improvements to their homes to 

help them live independently. 

     The Warwickshire Accessible Housing Partnership is a joint initiative 

between  customers, the County, District and Borough Councils, and NHS 

Warwickshire. It provides adaptations such as ramps, stair lifts or accessible 

bathrooms, which can transform a personôs life, helping them to live as  

independently as possible in a safe home environment. 

The new social networking site is helping customers connect with each  

other as well as improving access to our services.ò 

For more information log onto 

www.warwickshireaccessiblehousing.ning.com or telephone 

01926 410 410. 

mailto:shipstonlibrary@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:shipstonlibrary@warwickshire.gov.uk
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.eatwell.gov.uk/keepingfoodsafe/partiesandevents/barbecues/
http://www.eatwell.gov.uk/keepingfoodsafe/partiesandevents/barbecues/


Whatõs On in & around Shipston  
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